September 22, 2025

The Celebration of Kirk -

The killing of Charlie Kirk, founder and organizer of the
right-wing group Turning Point USA, provided the
organized right-wing with an opportunity to falsely present
itself as the protector of freedom for U.S. citizens.

The memorial gathering for Kirk at the Arizona
Cardinals' stadium was a spectacle. More than 70,000
attended, including Trump, most of his cabinet, members
of Kirk's organization, and others. It was broadcast for
hours on major television stations and many streaming
services. During the gathering, Kirk was portrayed as a
Christian martyr and a key part of Trump's MAGA

movement.

The goal of the memorial was to build Kirk's
organization. It was wrapped in a religious mantle, like
other movements that use religion as a vehicle to put a
message of hate and division into action. The presence of
Trump and much of his cabinet made it obvious that the
government supported the gathering, and many of the
speeches were clearly giving warning to those who would
oppose their MAGA movement.

Kirk is being portrayed as a defender of freedom of
speech and a secker of truth. In reality, he was a man who
fostered divisions and hatred for people who didn't fit into
the narrow mold of white Christian nationalism.
Opposition to Kirk’s hate doesn't mean support for his
assassination. We can recognize that turning someone into
a martyr only strengthens their cause. But much of the
corporate media reported on the event uncritically. They
had been taught a lesson with the cancelation of Stephen
Colbert's show. Then political comedian Jimmy Kimmel's
show was canceled due to his remark about Kirk's killing.
The head of the Federal Communications Commission
(FCCQ), which licenses public airwaves, warned ABC, “We
can do this the easy way or the hard way.” Now, due to
public pressure, Kimmel's show may be back on. But it
might not be broadcast widely by two big communication
companies with right-wing owners.

These are clear declarations that discussing and
challenging the beliefs Kirk held is not allowed. But we must
challenge views that are racist, sexist, anti-gay and anti-trans,
anti-Muslim, anti-anything that didn't fit into Kirk's view
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of the world. Although Kirk engaged young people on
campuses in debate, his real goals were clear — to dictate
what should be taught on college campuses. His
organization maintains a “Watch List” of educators that
they deem dangerous because they expose students to a wide
range of ideas, challenge them to think, and not to just
accept one perspective.

University faculty across the country on Turning Point's
“Watch List” are now fearful of being attacked. Recently,
the administration at the University of California, Berkeley
sent the federal government information on more than 150
students, faculty, and staff for alleged “antisemitic” activity.
This so-called antisemitic activity was simply opposition to
the U.S.-backed war on the people of Palestine.

Speaking out against the genocidal war against more
than two million people, a war that has already killed more
than 500,000 people and is starving them to death by
preventing food and water from entering northern Gaza, is
not antisemitic! The suffering of Palestinians is recognized
as a genocide by every major humanitarian organization and
the United Nations, but both Democrats and Republicans
have used our tax dollars to support it, and they want to
silence anyone who decides to speak out against it.

We cannot accept to have the current situation or the
past hidden. The U.S. is made up of people from many parts
of the world, with different histories. And those histories
need to be understood and recognized. They include
genocide, slavery, and mass incarceration, as well as
powerful movements for freedom.

This is the reality that those in power want to distort or
erase. The attempt to build a MAGA movement is just one
representation of this. All those in power seek to undermine
the possibilities of our unity. They offer us false promises of
salvation through picking up the sword of MAGA or
through elections. They don't want us to see ourselves as a
class — a working class with diverse origins and diverse
talents and enormous possibilities.

Together we are the ones who make this society
function. We are the ones who do the work. We all have
similar hopes for ourselves and our children. We have the
ability and power to determine our own future.



Bay Area, California:
Highest Poverty Rate in the U.S.A.

California is now tied with Louisiana for the highest
poverty rate of any state in the U.S. Seven million
Californians — 17.7% of the population — were living in
poverty in 2024. Governor Newsom likes to boast that
California is the fourth largest economy in the world. But
mega-wealthy Californians want to hide that this state has
one of the greatest disparities of wealth in the world.

We can only expect more Californians to fall into
poverty. There are mass layoffs happening in the tech
industry, Trump is rolling back Medicaid (the health
provider for low-income people), and Governor Newsom
just pushed through $321 billion in cuts, including
restrictions on Medi-Cal for immigrants living without
legal status. It turns out that in a capitalist system, you can’t
have extreme wealth without huge numbers of people living
in extreme poverty. No person should live in poverty —
struggling to afford basic needs.

Baltimore, Maryland:

Nurses Organize for a Better Workplace

On September 15, nurses at the Ascension St. Agnes
Hospital rallied to call for their hospital’s owners to divest
from unethical investments in the war, alcohol, oil, and
other industries. This protest is part of the nurses’ efforts to
bring public attention to their 19-month contract fight. In
July, they conducted a one-day strike to protest the bosses’
refusal to increase staffing.

The nurses at Ascension St. Agnes were the first to
unionize in Baltimore almost two years ago, and the hospital
administration is doing everything it can to prevent the
nurses from winning their demands. Some St. Agnes nurses
have said that this is not about just one hospital, but all
hospitals in the Baltimore area. A win for the nurses at St.
Agnes could inspire the thousands of other Baltimore
nurses to organize and fight for dignity and better working
conditions, which means better patient care. It’s important
for everyone.

We live in the wealthiest country in the world, and it is
our labor that has created all of this wealth. We aren’t
the ones who benefit from this. The super rich — the
bosses of the big corporations and banks — keep the
wealth and make all the decisions. Working people do
the work that makes society run, and we can organize
to unite our forces. When we do, we have enormous
power to change things and make a better world.

The Triangle, North Carolina:
Find the Money: Fund Food Stamps

Hunger is rising across the U.S., where food costs have
risen, underemployment and
increased, while wages have not kept up. In July, the federal
government slashed funding for SNAP (food stamps) by
$300 billion over 10 years.

By cutting funds and shifting costs onto the states, the
Republicans are advancing their goal to cripple SNAP
programs. 1.4 million people in North Carolina use SNAP,
and hunger is at a 20-year high. For NC, it will cost $420
million to continue the same levels of food programs.

This state has the money. It has the agriculture to feed
people, too. Poor and working people, veterans and children
— we shouldn’t pay for their crisis with our hunger! We live
in the richest country in the world! Find the money and
guarantee food stamps and other aid for all who need it. No
excuses!

New Brunswick, New Jersey:

Another Death by Cops

In August, cops in New Brunswick killed Deborah
Terrell, a 68-year-old Black resident at a senior apartment
complex. She was in her apartment with a knife and, when
police knocked on her door, she stepped out with knife in
hand. She was immediately tased and pepper sprayed, then
suddenly shot. No mental health professionals arrived with
the cops, and they didn’t even attempt to address why she
was in the state she was in. This was murder by police.

This is the fourth time in three years that Jersey cops
have killed people going through obvious mental health
breakdowns. Similar murders by police happen all over the
country. The police exist to maintain so-called “law and
order” of a society that does not prioritize life. How high a
priority is health care for all? Deborah Terrell isn’t the first
victim of this sick system, and she won’t be the last.
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