
 
 

 The People Have Spoken, So What’s Next? 
The votes in the midterm elections continue to get 

counted, so the final results are still not in. Despite that, the 
results and turnout made one thing clear: people are not 
willing to accept the current political reality and want 
change. Turnout for this election was the second highest for 
a midterm in over half of a century. This says something: 
people are very concerned about the future.  

In the face of threats of voter suppression, many who 
have the right to vote used it to make sure their voice was 
counted. In the exit polls, major factors that mattered to the 
majority of people included: government corruption, the 
cost of living, the war on Iran, attacks by ICE, and AI and 
data centers. Beyond what was reported at the polls, it was 
also a response to the open racism and bigotry of the Trump 
regime and the attempts to roll back the gains of past 
decades. 

On the state level, ballot initiatives addressed those 
attacks. Three out of the four states voting on abortion 
rights upheld rights to abortions and reproductive freedom. 
In addition, Virginia voted to remove the ban of same-sex 
marriage from its constitution, and Arizona voted not to 
ban DEI programs in state government and public 
universities. In four states, measures related to public 
funding for housing aid and housing development passed. 
Many local elections focused on using tax dollars towards 
schools, healthcare, public transit, and young families. 46 
out of 47 local measures addressing data centers decided to 
limit their development. 

This election created a number of historic firsts: the first 
Black, Latino, Native American, and women governors in 
certain states, and the first Muslim and Native American 
female senators. Many of those elected are not established 
politicians. They took on problems that the traditional 
politicians avoid. The election results showed that people 
want real change and to be represented by people who 
respect their concerns and say they are ready to deal with 
those issues. 

Despite the new faces that will enter government in 
January of 2027, and the hopes for change that they 
represent, the reality is that the political system that they 
will be entering is not set up to serve the needs of the 
majority. They will find themselves tangled in a web of 
politics, trapped by the compromises that seem necessary to 
make with other politicians to get small gains for the 

communities they represent. Meanwhile, the major issues 
are neglected because they are supposedly too large and 
complicated, and more so because they don’t serve the 
interests of the billionaires. Problems that the vast majority 
of people care about – like access to healthcare, wanting a 
world free from genocide and war, accessible housing and 
transit, and our daily cost of living – will feel far from reach 
even with new representatives taking office. 

While the elections have pushed some of the 
representatives of the most exploitative and disgusting parts 
of the far right out of political office, what is next for us? 
Voting is not enough! We cannot afford to wait until 
January and watch to see what comes from the deals made 
in Congress. There may be some powerful speeches made, 
especially by the politicians who have been in office for 
years. They will want to ride this new blue wave. 

But talk is cheap. The real gains have come from mass 
social movements that produced the Civil Rights Act, 
environmental regulations, women’s right to access 
abortion, workplace protections, and other gains. And even 
those gains were stopgap measures aimed at slowing the 
movements and diverting them into seeking reforms within 
the system, rather than changing the system that produced 
the problems. As a result, we are still facing the same 
problems today. 

Millions of people voted – demanding real changes. It is 
time to put our hopes and faith in each other, and in our 
ability to bring about the changes we need. It is clear that we 
share anger and hope and a need for change. Those in power 
have heard our voices. So, now what is next? We don’t need 
to wait on the slow wheels of bureaucratic “change.” We 
can’t wait and see what they can do in the political web that 
could trap them in Washington D.C. or in whatever other 
office they were elected to. 

The hope that people expressed through their activity in 
the campaigns and through their votes needs to be 
maintained through action. And something can be done. 
Whether it is a restoration of Medicaid for millions of 
people who will otherwise find themselves without 
healthcare next January, an end to ICE terror in our 
communities, stopping the construction of data centers, 
funding decent education, housing, transit, jobs with real 
living wages, and more. Real change will come from our 
demands and our organizing. Our future rests in our hands.
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Reports From Speak Out Members Around the U.S. 
Bay Area, California:  

ICE Raids Spread Fear  
in the Central Valley 

Since October, ICE has arrested more than 200 people 
in the Fresno area, many of them construction, landscaping, 
or farm workers. Across Central California, often 
unidentified agents have stopped cars and arrested everyone 
inside, stopping at gas stations and convenience stores 
where workers gather in the early mornings, and waiting at 
jails and courthouses to capture people after they leave. 
They’ve been spotted loitering outside polling places near 
Sacramento and in Yuba City ahead of the midterms and 
parking cars overnight at a hotel in Pleasanton.  

Regardless of immigration status, our neighbors are 
afraid of being racially profiled and kidnapped when they 
leave their homes. Communities have shown up to support 
those detained and show that ICE is not welcome. This 
organizing must continue and grow. ICE out of California! 
ICE out of everywhere! 

Baltimore, Maryland: 
A Healthy Society 

or Profit for the Bosses? 
Open enrollment for Maryland marketplace health 

insurance opened last week. Premiums are increasing by 
14.6%—rising even faster than the price of food and rent. 
When rates rose by over 13% last year, 18,000 who couldn’t 
pay dropped their insurance. This year, even more will 
surely be forced to cancel their plans and hope they don’t get 
sick or injured.  

At the same time, the federal government is forcing tens 
of thousands of immigrants off Medicaid (including 4,500 
in Maryland) and adding restrictions that will cause 
150,000 more Marylanders to lose coverage. 

All of this means more money going to insurance 
company profits, to the military for their wars, and to tax 
breaks for the rich. We can’t put up with that! Our health 
and our lives are too valuable! 

The Triangle, North Carolina: 
A Dead Farmworker,  

a $7,000 Fine, and 700 More Visas 
Labor contractor Florida Orange Gold brought Carmen 

Hernández Mosqueda, 25, to a North Carolina sweet 
potato field in 2020. He collapsed in the heat. The boss 
waited fifty minutes to call 911. Hernández Mosqueda died. 
The state’s fine: $7,000. 

 In 2022, another Florida Gold worker, Carlos Vargas 
Moreno, suffered heat stroke in a Goldsboro field. He now 
uses a wheelchair. His lawsuit was dismissed.  

Total North Carolina recorded worker heat injuries 
have increased 46% over 3 years. Labor Commissioner 
Farley has still not issued a heat standard.  Now Florida 
Orange Gold is recruiting 700 more H-2A workers to work 
the fields in North Carolina next year. Employers with 
records of abuse keep recruiting while officials do nothing. 

Newark, New Jersey: 
Jersey City Tenants  

Get Bad Deal on Both Ends! 
In September, 271 residents at four apartment buildings 

in Jersey City got letters telling them rents at their 
“moderate income” apartments would soon go up to 
“market rates.” The LeFrak Organization, the owner, is 
claiming that since a tax abatement deal signed in 1986 is 
expiring, so is their obligation to provide moderate income 
housing. They offered to extend the lower rents, but only if 
the city gave them another 30-year tax abatement!   

This is another example of developers avoiding taxes on 
the front end of a deal, depriving cities of money needed for 
public services. It then screws over renters on the back end, 
suddenly jacking up rents so companies can increase their 
rate of profit. In a system like this, cities and working people 
face impossible choices. Housing shouldn’t be for profit! 

We live in the wealthiest country in the world, and it is 
our labor that has created all of this wealth. We aren’t 
the ones who benefit from this. The super rich — the 
bosses of the big corporations and banks — keep the 
wealth and make all the decisions. Working people do 
the work that makes society run, and we can organize 
to unite our forces. When we do, we have enormous 
power to change things and make a better world. 


