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An Injury to One is an Injury to All!

Since Trump took office, he, his cabinet of billionaires,
and Elon Musk have created an overwhelming sense of
chaos. Each day, announcements of a new attack on a new
group of people or a new agency has crashed over us like
relentless storm surges. It has created an atmosphere filled
with fear, anger, or sometimes both.

They started by attacking the most vulnerable sections
of the population. They preyed on undocumented
immigrants and instilled fear through massive raids. People
who were just trying to live and survive, sometimes entire
families, were indiscriminately detained and deported.

Then it was the stripping of legal rights and healthcare
access for transgender people, especially targeting young
trans people, banning them from playing sports at their
schools. This is an attack on their freedoms and is a bullying
tactic against people who do not fit into their narrow view
of what is normal.

Then they attacked all federal workers, many of whom
are responsible for keeping essential services and programs
running. They attacked workers as being inefficient and
urged people to quit, work elsewhere, or else be fired. More
than 200,000 workers have been fired and an equal number
have quit or retired.

They also cut federal grants, targeting massive
scientific and medical research efforts. Now, pursuing
scientific studies that may improve the health and quality of
life of millions of people is not acceptable. They have
attacked the pursuit of education, laying off 1,300
Department of Education workers, with the goal of shutting
down the Department altogether.

The attacks have extended to punishing any people,
particularly young people, who express concern about the
violence and oppression we are facing. Mahmoud Khalil, a
student at Columbia University, who was active in the
opposition to the genocidal war on the Palestinian people
has been arrested without any criminal charge and is being
threatened with deportation, even though he is a Permanent
Resident (green card holder). The administration is making
an example of what happens when people speak out.
Columbia University is now following demands made by
the Trump administration. They expelled and suspended
students and revoked diplomas of others. They let ICE raid
student rooms in university housing. The institutions that
claim to pursue progress and knowledge are turning on their

own communities in the name of maintaining their funding.
Sixty other universities are also being investigated.

These are attacks on our most basic freedoms: the
freedom of speech, assembly, and even thought! Today, the
attacks are focused on these small groups of people or
institutions. But these attacks affect us all! By setting these
precedents, they can criminalize whomever they deem a
threat to those who profit off of our division.

Trump’s cabinet of billionaires makes it clear who is
leading these assaults and what class they serve. They need
to create divisions and instill fear in order to control the
majority of us. They are picking us off like prey, chipping
away at our rights, hoping to make us too afraid and divided
to fight back.

These attacks are not isolated from each other! And
they aren’t only targeting marginalized groups of people. We
are only as safe as our most vulnerable — which means we are
all vulnerable. We have a duty to protect each other. And we
have no choice but to protect each other if we want a society
that is worth living in.

Our lives are linked whether we see and know each
other, because collectively we are the ones who really run
society. Not only here in the U.S., but around the world.

Once we see that our challenges and concerns are not
isolated issues, we can unify our struggles and unify our
response against this billionaire class. We may be impacted
in different ways, but the attacker is the same. We must fight
back against the billionaires exploiting and disposing of us
for their profits. When someone injures us, we must disarm
our attacker and stop them from injuring anyone else! We
can only do that together. Some have already begun.

Howard Zinn - activist and peoples’ historian wrote:
PEOPLE ARE PRACTICAL
They want change but feel powerless, alone,
do not want to be the blade of grass that
sticks up above the others and is cut down.
They wait for a sign from someone else
who will make the first move, or the second.
And at certain times in bistory
there are certain intrepid people who take the risk
that if they make that first move others will follow
quickly enough to prevent their being cut down.
And if we understand this, we
might make that first move...



Baltimore, Maryland:
Students Fall behind Because of Long

Commutes to School

Most middle and high school students in Baltimore
City must take public transit to school. They spend on
average 40 minutes every day commuting. Every day is a
chaotic routine of trying, and often failing, to get to school
on time. Being late leads to lost education and unjust
punishment. Many politicians and media try to blame the
families and students. But these are lies. City buses in
Baltimore, like many other cities, are so infrequent and
unreliable that it would be impossible for students to arrive
on time every day.

These long commutes result from the long, racist
history of discrimination in housing, education, and
transportation. Students in poor neighborhoods all across
the country, especially students of color, face similar
problems. It will take a real fight to get reliable
transportation and quality education for all students no
matter where they live.

Bay Area, California:
Who Will Pay for Oakland’s Budget

Crisis?

Oakland has a budget crisis, with a $130 million deficit
this year. City officials’ big solution is to raise sales taxes. In
April, Oakland voters will decide whether to approve this
increase.

Sales taxes hit working-class people hardest. Can’t we
raise property taxes on big corporations and the wealthy?
The short answer is: not in California. Our current laws
don’t allow it.

So instead, Oakland officials are threatening us, saying
that the sales tax increase is the only way to prevent further
job layoffs and cuts to public services. The politicians say
that this sales tax rate will match neighboring cities. But that
just means that working people there are also getting
shafted. One way or another, the politicians and the wealthy
want the people of Oakland to pay the price for the budget

Crisis.

We live in the wealthiest country in the world, and it is
our labor that has created all of this wealth. We aren’t
the ones who benefit from this. The super rich — the
bosses of the big corporations and banks — keep the
wealth and make all the decisions. Working people do
the work that makes society run, and we can organize to
unite our forces. When we do, we have enormous power
to change things and make a better world.

The Triangle, North Carolina:
Backlash against Student Activism in

NC and around the Country

The University of North Carolina System has passed a
new policy for campus gatherings. It requires gatherings of a
certain number (decided by local campuses) to give
administrators 36-hours notice. It bans anything that would
"substantially disrupt” the universities' missions. It prohibits
camping without campus approval.

This is in response to student activism for Palestine in
the last 16 months. The Board of Governors would like to
intimidate students who would otherwise speak out against
the genocide in Gaza. This comes after a long list of steps the
board has taken to intimidate student activists, and carry
out other right-wing policies, like dismantling DEI and
falling in line with ICE raids. The administration wants to
effectively ban student dissent. We must oppose these
restrictions!

Newark, New Jersey:

Cuts and Protest in New Jersey

Under Trump’s budget cuts, Rutgers University is
expected to lose at least $57 million in research funding.
These cuts are part of the right-wing attack on science that
is targeting free speech and even facts themselves.

These cuts affect not only scientists and knowledge.
They’re an attack on the lives of working people and
students who need these programs to pay their bills and
improve their lives. They affect students as well as support
staff, now being labeled non-essential by the Trump
administration even though programs couldn’t function
without them. These are working people who need their
jobs to feed their families.

Hundreds rallied in Trenton recently at a “Stand Up
for Science” march. Hopefully this is just the beginning of
our fight back.

Israel blocks humanitarian aid
to Gaza during a ceasefire
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