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We Must Stand Up Against Their Blatant Attacks on our Lives

It couldn’t be any clearer that this is a society openly run in
the interests of the corporations and the billionaires. Their agenda
includes cutting social services for the poor, cutting taxes for the
super-rich, waging wars, destroying the environment, attacking
immigrants, and trying to criminalize those who stand up to them.
They don’t even try to hide it, doing it all out in the open, and
making it increasingly clear for people to see and choose a side.

The U.S. war on Iran has unleashed a new wave of
devastation across the Middle East, claiming tens of thousands
of lives and displacing millions more. It has worsened the
economic struggles of ordinary people in this country and
around the world. Diesel prices recently hit an all-time high, with
an average of $6.29 per gallon, up 68% since the U.S. war on Iran
began. And because diesel powers much of the economy (trains,
tractors, trucks), those costs keep pushing up prices for food,
goods, and anything that requires shipping.

At the same time, the U.S. continues to back the Israeli
genocide in Gaza, which continues despite corporate news
channels trying to keep it off the news. Even as Palestinians face
mass starvation, the U.S. is helping Israel accelerate the genocide
by providing Israel with a $2.8 billion weapons package of 40,000
bombs, one of the largest weapons provisions in recent years.

The headlines around artificial intelligence (Al) also keep
getting worse. There are warnings that Al will lead to massive
layoffs, greater environmental destruction, intensifying global
conflicts, and increasing risk that Al technology could get out of
control and put humanity at risk. Meanwhile, the Trump
administration is lowering the regulations on power plant
emissions to allow unregulated gas plants to power the Al boom.

As life becomes increasingly difficult for working people, the
corporations, Trump and the billionaires can’t even hide how
much money they are making. Trump’s personal income
increased by about 350% in his first year back in office — from
$622 million in 2024 to $2.2 billion in 2025, making it the largest
financial gain for any president in U.S. history. This is open
corruption by using his power as president to enrich himself.
And, since Trump’s second term began, U.S. billionaires
increased their wealth by 22% in 2025 alone, gaining $1.5 trillion
in just one year. Meanwhile, since 2025, working class
households have been paying about $350 extra per month just to
keep up with the rising cost of living.

But in the face of these blatant attacks, it is getting easier to
see this society for what it is — a war on ordinary people here
and around the world in order to enrich the very few at the top.
It is increasingly clear that we cannot leave the future in the
hands of billionaires who profit from destruction. It is becoming
more urgent for people to choose a side, take a stand, and speak
out.

Recently, Al researcher Jacob Coxon resigned from the Al
company Anthropic to warn the world that the industry is
moving too rapidly, and that companies could soon build Al that
humans cannot control, which could put all of humanity at risk.
Coxon was willing to walk away from his high-paying job and
risk retaliation to send the warning that even those building these
systems fear how they will be used under this system of profit,
war, and destruction.

And last week, when rapper Macklemore took the stage in
New Jersey and declared support for Palestine during an Ed
Sheeran tour, NFL stadium owners united to pressure Sheeran
into removing him from the remaining dates. Robert Kraft,
billionaire owner of the New England Patriots, led the effort to
threaten him into silence.

But Macklemore refused to be silenced, and defended why
he stood with Palestine and against genocide. Since then, other
artists on the tour have followed suit, dropping out rather than
remaining silent, choosing to side with Palestinians instead of
those who defend genocide.

Aaron Rowe, an Irish singer who was opening for Sheeran
on the tour, dropped out and had this to say: “as Irish people we
know all too well about genocide, forced famine and violent
occupation. I cannot stand by and allow billionaires to use their
position of power to silence the rightful voices of those who
speak up against Isracli genocide and who highlight the savage
murder of children. I would lose all respect for myself to carry
on as normal.”

Rowe’s words are for all of us. We cannot let the people in
power continue driving us down this path while putting our
futures in jeopardy. Every day they maintain control, the greater
the threat they pose. The billionaires and politicians who have
led us down this path cannot be trusted to get us out of their
mess. The situation we face is not easy, but it is pushing more
and more people to take a stand in opposition to the powerful.
Others can begin to take a stand too. The future is up to us!



BGE Owes You Money but Refuses to Pay!

BGE owes its greater Baltimore area customers $28 million
dollars due to over-collections in 2025. BGE says they won’t
refund the money because state law lets them. BGE sets rates
three years at a time instead of annually. Sometimes the
estimates they use are too high and they are supposed to give
refunds when that happens.

But BGE claims that a recent change in Maryland law
allows them to avoid paying retroactively... so, no refunds for
2025! The Maryland Public Service Commission might still
overturn BGE’s claim. But the fact that they would use a
loophole to keep $28 million of people’s hard-earned money
says a lot about BGE.

Why should big private businesses be allowed to make
profits off the essential needs of working-class people, the great
majority of the population? Whether it’s heating your home or
providing health care, no one should be profit-gouging us for
essential services.

War on Iran Means Hunger Here

The U.S. government refuses to end their war on Iran, and
ordinary people are paying the price. Civilians in Iran and across
the region face death and destruction. In the U.S. and around
the world, gas prices are surging. Last week, some diesel fuel in
California hit $9.99 (and the gas station signs couldn’t go up any
further!). This matters to us here locally since a lot of our fresh
food is trucked from California. Fertilizer components are also
blocked by the war, and farmers will need diesel to harvest their
crops soon. All of this is going to affect food prices. Last week,
a Capital region food survey found that, for example, in Prince
George’s County, 56% of people are food insecure. That means
they’re not sure they’ll have enough food and have to skip meals.
Meanwhile, this cruel government has thrown 5 million people
off SNAP benefits, while the U.S. pours $1 billion a day into the

wat!

More Accounts of Unfit Conditions at Downtown ICE

Holding Facility
There are accusations of overcrowding and denial of medical
treatment for detainees in the downtown Baltimore ICE
holding facility at 31 Hopkins Plaza. A recent court filing has
first-person accounts of cramped holding cells and limited food.
Some detainees are denied access to essential medications,
leading one man to be hospitalized. Another man testified that
he shared a cell with so many other detainees that people’s feet
touched when they stretched out to sleep. Last year, local news
also reported on poor conditions within this facility. This
included accounts of no beds to sleep on, restrictions on
medications and visitors, and food being withheld from
detainees.

Imprisoning and deporting people is unjust, cruel, and not a
solution to the problems for which the government has
scapegoated immigrants. And the conditions at this facility just
add to the cruelty.

We Need REAL Sick and Safe Leave!
Many who are not unionized and are full-time employees at
Johns Hopkins Hospital might be confused about the difference
between their PTO and Sick and Safe Leave. They’re usually
two different numbers, so does that mean they are used
separately when you are sick? The answer is NO!

To use SSL when you are sick you must also use PTO. So,
to call off sick for an eight-hour shift you need to use both eight
hours of PTO and SSL! That’s ridiculous!

How are we expected to make a life for ourselves and loved
ones under this system? We need separate and clear vacation
and sick leave, not a combination nightmare that’s confusing
and deceptive. We deserve better than this!

We live in the wealthiest country in the world, and it is our
labor that has created all of this wealth. We aren’t the ones
who benefit from this. The super rich — the bosses of the
big corporations and banks — keep the wealth and make all
the decisions. Working people do the work that makes society
run, and we can organize to unite our forces. When we do,
we have enormous power to change things and make a better
world.

Our struggles are linked:
Data Centers
Surveillance
Al

Climate Chaos

Learn more:
Sunday, Sept. 27, 5pm
Homewood Friends Meeting House
3107 N. Charles St, Baltimore
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