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Another Example of the Sexual Violence Rooted in OQur Society

Last month, a former student at Cornell University in
New York filed a lawsuit alleging that she was drugged and
raped by seven men who were members of a campus
fraternity in 2024. The men reportedly forced her to
repeatedly snort ketamine while they raped her, and they
sent a group text out to their fraternity with 57 members
on it to join in. None of them reported the incident to the
police.

Weeks after the incident, the survivor, known as “Jane
Doe” in the lawsuit, reported the assault to the university
and campus police. In response, the university conducted
an investigation that resulted in the expulsion of only two
of the men, while the others were merely suspended and
had to write essays reflecting on their actions. The local
district attorney at the time also declined to pursue criminal
charges against any of them even though in her initial
report to the police she cleatly said, “I can say with 100%
confidence I was raped.”

The traumatic expetience forced Jane to drop out of
school, while five of the seven men who assaulted her were
allowed to continue their education. In September of this
year, she filed a lawsuit against the university and the men.

This story confirms what women and survivors already
know: sexual violence in this country is constant. One in
five women is raped in her lifetime. At universities
nationally, one in five female college students say they were
sexually assaulted during their years on campus, and most
of these assaults go unreported, some for fear of exactly
what happened at Cornell. Cornell’s own student survey,
released in November 2025, found that 35 percent of
undergraduate women reported being sexually assaulted
during their time there.

The way this investigation was handled shows how the
experiences of women are trivialized by those in power.
And how many times has a story like this repeated across
elite campuses? Young men at elite universities like Cornell
are often the children of the wealthy, who have power and
financial connections that can get them out of trouble.
They can treat women in this way and face no
consequences.

This mirrors how society works outside of college
campuses. Look at the Epstein network: wealthy elites
could sexually traffic young girls for years because they had

money, connections, and protection. And predators like
those in the Epstein Files don’t emerge from nowhere; they
go to elite schools for the rich like Cornell. They are raised
in a wortld where they think their wealth and power allow
them to do whatever they want.

Cornell has pursued harsher punishments for pro-
Palestine student activists than it has for students accused
of rape. Since the start of the genocide in Gaza in October
2023, Cornell has both suspended and expelled students
from campus for participating in peaceful protests against
Israel’s genocide. Cornell’s president has even backed his
car into pro-Palestine protestors on campus. In the eyes of
Cornell, protesting genocide gets you expelled, while sexual
assault gets you an extra writing assignment. We see these
same priorities at elite universities across the country.

The culture of male dominance that enables this
violence is everywhere. Pete Hegseth, the Secretary of War,
is now promoting testosterone screenings in the military.
On billboards, in magazines, commercials, TV shows and
movies, women’s mostly naked bodies are used to sell
everything. Advertisers and fashion companies profit from
women’s bodies. Men absorb these daily messages and are
encouraged to see women as objects rather than human
beings worthy of dignity.

We live in a male-dominated society that values men’s
lives over women’s, one that accepts and even encourages
violence against women. But although men are
overwhelmingly the perpetrators, the roots of this epidemic
go far beyond individual men. We live in a society where
disregard for human life is normal and expected, where
workers must sell their labor to corporations just to survive,
and where corporations use us up and throw us away. The
bosses who run this society have always used
discrimination, whether by gender, race, ethnicity or
religion, to divide us and protect their control.

But organized together, we can look out for one
another. We can band together to punish and stop sexual
predators. Ultimately, the fight to end violence against
women and win equality for women is simultaneously a
fight to build a different society, one where all people, men
and women, have control over our own bodies and our
own lives and collectively run society in our own interests.



BPD Highlights

In August, a Baltimore cop was convicted of assault,
reckless driving, and misconduct after hitting a man with his
vehicle last October.

Last month, charges were brought to court against another
cop for pulling a shotgun on a woman while he was off duty.
The same officer is also facing DUI charges.

At the beginning of this week, news broke that the deputy
commissioner overseeing integrity and discipline resigned after
being suspended for misconduct.

And, there are over 800 Baltimore Police Department
(BPD) misconduct cases awaiting trial.

Police can’t truly be protectors, social workers, mental
health professionals, and peacekeepers. In fact, the laws of this
land are above all about protecting property of the One
Percent, not people. If Baltimoreans had more collective power
and control of resources, we could actually have public safety
and health professionals making our lives better and create
public safety alternatives, instead of pouring all that money into

this bloated, corrupt, and violent force.

Another Year, Another Insurance Rate Increase

Open benefits enrollment at Hopkins Hospital will begin
again on October 14th through 30%. We recently heard from
Human Resources that people on all healthcare plans will see an
increase for participants in 2027.

It seems like every year we have to fork over more money.
Hopkins claims that we are their “greatest investment,” but they
excuse the rate increase by saying that costs are going up in
healthcare. Big surprise!l Who should know better than

Hopkins?
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We live in the wealthiest country in the world, and it is our
labor that has created all of this wealth. We aren’t the ones
who benefit from this. The super rich — the bosses of the
big corporations and banks — keep the wealth and make all
the decisions. Working people do the work that makes society
run, and we can organize to unite our forces. When we do,
we have enormous power to change things and make a better
world.

Forty Years of Toxic Ash on Baltimore

On October 1, about 150 people turned out to a permit hearing
to oppose the BRESCO trash incinerator that’s been polluting
the city since 1985. The Maryland Department of the
Environment (MDE) has tentatively decided to renew it for
another five years. Baltimore has some of the worst air in the
country, and 20% of children here have asthma as a result. The
incinerator is our biggest air polluter. It also produces toxic ash,
which blows over the city as it’s carried to landfill 9,000 times
each year on uncovered dump trucks. The MDE and BRESCO
haven’t allowed independent testing of the ash, but in 2014 even
their own report showed high levels of mercury, lead, and
dioxins — all of these are linked to major illnesses and death.
BRESCO profits while Baltimoreans suffer and die.

Build Resistance to ICE!

On Saturday, October 3, Baltimoreans rallied in front of the
federal building downtown in Hopkins Plaza, where ICE is
holding dozens of people in horrible conditions just because
they are Latinos or immigrants. This rally was part of a national
effort to support the Minnesota 15, activists charged with
felonies by the U.S. government because of their participation
in mass resistance to ICE in Minneapolis in January. Speak Out
Socialists participated in
the rally.
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This is another step in the fight against racist attacks on
immigrants and other political repression across the U.S. We are
organizing with other groups in Baltimore to continue the

resistance. Join us!



