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CEQO’s Murder Shows the Anger at Their Whole System

The assassination of Brian Thompson, CEO of United
Healthcare, has been met with an outpouring of anger at
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the health insurance industry. All over social media,
amongst friends, at workplaces, and beyond, people have
been expressing their outrage at the health insurance
industry’s profiteering off of our misery and death.

This reaction shouldn’t come as a surprise. The words
“Deny” and “Delay” were written on the bullets used to
kill Thompson because these words are part of how the
health insurance industry profits from the misery of
millions of people. People lose their loved ones because of
denied or delayed treatment. Patients are routinely
denied life-saving care. And if someone receives care that
the insurance company has denied, then they are saddled
with enormous debt they can usually never pay back.

Profiting from our misery and death is just part of the
business model of health insurance companies. Insurance
companies save money when they delay care. And when
they deny care to very sick patients, those patients will die
sooner, and will no longer be a drain on insurance profits.
Health insurers rejected 18% of all claims last year, with
some denying nearly half of all claims. United Healthcare
denied an estimated 1 in 3 claims. Health care debt
continues to be a major cause of bankruptcy in the U.S,,
even as health insurance companies report record-high
profits, which have more than doubled since the
Affordable Care Act was enacted in 2010.

Many billionaire CEOs, along with the media, have
expressed shock and outrage at this killing, expecting
sympathy for Thompson’s death. But instead they’ve been
surprised by the thousands of people able to find a kind
of vengeance from his death. This shouldn't be surprising,
cither. This is a society that does not value the lives of
working-class people, millions of us who go to work sick
or injured because we can't afford the medical costs or a
loss of wages. The majority of working-class people can’t
afford an emergency expense of more than $400.
Consider all of the young people who grow up in a
society with regular mass shootings, or the hundreds of
people killed by the police every year.

And we're supposed to feel immense sympathy for the
death of a multi-millionaire CEO of a company that
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makes billions of dollars by delaying and denying care to
tens of thousands of people, a whole industry that profits
from making our lives more miserable?

This goes way beyond health insurance. It extends to
the for-profit health care industry as a whole, with
skyrocketing prices, which profits by keeping stathng and
patient care to a minimum. And it goes beyond health
care, and reflects the whole society. As prices keep going
up faster than wages, workers go deeper into debt just to
survive, while the richest people in the U.S. have never
been wealthier. Meanwhile, banks bring in billions of
dollars a year off these debts and extra fees — again
profiting at our expense. What we see here is more than
just anger at a CEO or a company, or a whole industry.
This is anger at an entire system, which has been
expressed by people across the political spectrum, from
people of all different backgrounds.

With this recent election, politicians have tried to
exaggerate our differences, trying to pit working-class
people against each other. But this assassination has shed
light on just how much ordinary working people have in
common with each other. We are the ones who do all of
the work, and they are the ones who make all of the
decisions that benefit them and their class at our expense,
profiting off our labor, and even our death. We have way
more in common with each other than with any of these
corporations or the politicians they have put in charge.

This assassination has laid bare the simmering rage so
many feel toward this cruel system. But while this
individual act of violence may resonate with some as a
form of getting back at the people in power, it is not a
solution at all. Those at the top of this violent system will
always be replaced. What we need is not individual acts
of revenge against powerful individuals, but a movement
to dismantle the whole system itself. True change can
only come from our collective action, through the
organized power of millions of working people.

But now we can see just how many of us share a deep
anger at this system that works against us. That can be a
starting point and a reminder of the enormous power
working people have when we are organized together.



