
 

 

Speak Out Now at BART (November 13, 2023)

Priorities  
Top executives of major corporations, and 

politicians, including President Biden, Chinese 

President Xi Jinping, Ferdinand Marcos Jr. the 

president of the Philippines and others are coming to 

San Francisco for the APEC, (Asian Pacific Economic 

Cooperation), meetings.  

What’s this about? It’s a meeting of those who 

control and direct the economies of 21 nations in the 

Pacific Rim. It is a meeting of those who are involved 

in the systematic exploitation of the resources and 

workers of these countries.  

That’s what is being discussed and planned here. 

And they are disrupting part of the city - from the 

Embarcadero, to Nob Hill, to the Legion of Honor to 

the area around the Moscone Center. 

Their meetings may be disrupted by people 

demonstrating against these gatherings. And for good 

reason. It is because those demonstrating are against the 

continued planning of the devastation of people’s lives 

and the environment of the countries of the Pacific Rim. 

Cleaning and Clearing 
The city officials have been busy giving orders to 

clean the city up for the wealthy APEC visitors.  They 

wouldn’t want them to see the collateral damage of the 

economic and social system they control. They might 

be upset by an open display of poverty, addiction to 

street drugs, dirty streets and sidewalks, graffiti, and 

other signs of city life. 

More than $20 million has been spent on this. 

Cleaning crews have been sent to areas where these 

people of privilege are scheduled to go - shining this 

and power cleaning that. And “clearing.” “Clearing” 

means pushing people who are unhoused off the streets 

where they have ended up to someplace else. That fits 

right into the APEC model - “clearing” shanty towns, 

clearing forests, pushing whatever they want to 

wherever they want.  

No Respect 
When we see what APEC is about, no wonder 

BART workers in the downtown San Francisco stations 

weren’t told anything about preparations for the 

conference until a couple days before it started.  

After all, that’s what this conference is about - a 

disrespect for working people and the Earth. 

 

They Have No Idea 
BART can be a crazy place. Ask any worker 

operating the trains or working in the stations, and they 

have seen and dealt with it all. Whether it’s making 

split second decisions when someone jumps onto the 

trackway, or dealing with aggressive passengers, 

workers’ actions make the system run as smoothly as 

possible each day. 

But how about the BART Board Members—have 

they seen and dealt with it all? One or two of them may 

come down to a station for a photo op every once in a 

while. And sometimes, they even have the nerve to try 

to tell Station Agents and System Service Workers how 

to do their jobs. 

Do they have any idea what most BART workers do 

on a daily basis? Have they had to deal with the real 

challenges of this job—like dealing with the reality of 

someone jumping in front of a train? Do they have any 

idea about the lasting impact that this has?  

They have no idea. Yet they’re the ones making 

decisions about how BART is run. 

 

 

Pass this newsletter on to a co-worker or leave it 

in the breakroom. 

Let us know if you’re interested in getting 

involved. Talk to your Speak Out person, call us, 

or get in touch at:  

https://speakoutsocialists.org/contact-us/ 

Confused by the media coverage of the war on Gaza? 

Go to the resource page on our website for articles 

and videos on the situation in Palestine. 

speakoutsocialists.org 


