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Less Overtime … For Now 

AC has taken down all its “Now Hiring” signs that 
were up all over the place. Now they are in a hiring 
freeze. ey hired so many new people that it’s harder 
to get overtime these days. But will all these new hires 
really stay at this job? 

We all know how hard this job can be. And we 
know that many drivers oen find better paying jobs 
with less stress elsewhere. So, there might be less 
overtime now, but how long will this really last? 

I’m Tired 
How many days are we too tired by the time the 

shi ends? Whether it’s from working overtime or not, 
once it’s time to go home, we are exhausted. But it’s not 
like life stops once we get home. Many of us still have a 
lot to do when we get home, like watch the kids, make 
dinner, clean up, run errands and more. But we have to 
squeeze all this in before we have to get to bed and do it 
all over again. Working here is already hard enough. We 
don’t need the stress to follow us home too. 

Free Buses Anyone? 
In New York, with the election of Zohran 

Mamdani for mayor, suddenly there’s talk of free buses. 
In New York, like here in the Bay, revenue from buses is 
a very small part of the bus budget. Taxing the rich and 
corporations to help cover the revenue from not 
collecting bus fares would work. Buses could be free. 
And if buses were free, drivers wouldn’t have to worry 
about collecting fares, which would make things safer 
for drivers. And it would speed things up, making it 
easier for buses to be on time. is could be good for 
drivers and riders. 

Whether this ever goes through in New York or 
not, it could be done if we were organized enough to 
fight for it. 

Don’t Mess With SNAP Benefits 
e Government shutdown was about to cut off 

people’s SNAP benefits, which provides food assistance 
to over 41 million low income people. Trump even  
appealed to the Supreme Court to grant his 
administration permission to cut off SNAP benefits.   

SNAP benefits mean the difference between 
families going hungry and not. How dare they play 
around with people’s lives like this! People still don’t 
know if their assistance is going to get cut off. 
reatening to cut SNAP benefits like this can only             
come from politicians who don’t care about working 
people and the most vulnerable in society. 



Elections Aren’t Enough – Democrats Won’t Defend Us 
Since Trump’s election, the Democrats have tried to 

appear as an opposition to Trump and the Republicans. But 
it was the Democrat’s defense of the billionaires at the 
expense of working people that helped bring Trump to 
power. And now, aer last week’s elections, the Democrats 
are trying to paint their election victories as another blow 
against Trump. But this isn’t true. 

e Democrats won the elections for governor in New 
Jersey and Virginia. ey won California’s redistricting 
ballot measure, Proposition 50, which gave the Democrats 
new electoral maps that dilute the votes of prior 
Republican-dominated districts to favor the Democrats. 
And in New York City, Democrat Zohran Mamdani was 
elected mayor aer running a popular campaign promising 
lower rent, free buses, cheaper groceries, and affordable 
childcare while calling himself a Democratic Socialist. 

For the most part, the Democrats won because many 
people wanted a way to vote against Trump and voice their 
opposition to his policies. ey are already trying to use 
these moderate victories to further channel people’s anger 
into the 2026 midterm elections, when they promise they 
will finally be able to put a stop to Trump’s agenda. e 
reality is, the Democrats certainly oppose many of Trump’s 
policies in words, but they defend the same class of 
billionaires and have the same priorities. Just look at the end 
to the recent government shutdown, where Democrats 
dragged out negotiations for weeks, only to cave at the last 
minute with no guarantees on extending health insurance 
subsidies, the one thing they said they were defending. 

By passing Prop 50 in California, now the Democrats 
will have more power in the state to pass more of the same 
policies they’ve passed for decades. ey refuse to tax the 
wealthiest to pay for affordable housing, education, or 
healthcare. Instead, they continuously cut funding for 
education, for health care subsidies for the poor, and they 
criminalize the homeless population. Despite Newsom’s 
posture against Trump using federal troops in Los Angeles, 
Newsom was the one who called out the National Guard 
against protestors back in 2020 during large protests against 
the murder of George Floyd. And now we’re supposed to 
feel relieved that the Democrats have redrawn the electoral 
map to favor themselves? is won’t help working people. 

And there’s the election of Mamdani, who has made 
some appealing promises to the working class of New York. 

Who wouldn’t want affordable housing, childcare and free 
buses in the most expensive city in the country? Despite all 
of the opposition from Republicans, the Democratic Party 
leadership, and most of the wealthy elite who dominate the 
city of Wall Street, Mamdani still won, with the highest 
voter turnout in 56 years. Certainly Mamdani’s promises 
are a welcome relief compared to the usual message from 
politicians. But this wouldn’t be the first time a politician 
has made big promises only to carry out business as usual 
once in office. What will make this time any different?  

Ultimately, for many of Mamdani’s promises to be 
carried out, it is going to come down to what the working 
class of New York City is willing to fight for. ere will be a 
lot of opposition to his promises coming from both parties 
and the super-rich of New York City. Mamdani and his 
cabinet alone are not enough to stand up to this. It will 
depend on the masses of working-class New Yorkers and 
their ability to organize to defend their interests themselves. 

e Democrats want us to believe that they have all the 
power to make the changes we need if we simply vote them 
in. e reality is, they have never done that. Every time 
they’ve been in office, especially at the state and federal 
level, they carry out business as usual and defend this system 
and its priorities. e Democrats have also cut social 
programs to favor the wealthy, targeted immigrants, sent 
federal troops to put down protests, given trillions of 
dollars to banks and corporations, skyrocketed military 
spending, and much more. ey too, like the Republicans, 
prioritize the interests of corporations and their profits at 
the expense of the rest of us, even as the cost of living keeps 
skyrocketing. Ultimately, they may condemn Trump’s 
authoritarianism and claim they can stop it, but they defend 
the same system that allows it to grow in the first place. 

So the way forward can’t just be waiting for the next 
election and hoping Democrats will save us. We’ve been 
down that road too many times. Real power comes from 
ordinary people organizing ourselves — at work, in schools, 
in our neighborhoods, and standing together and refusing 
to accept these attacks. We can’t rely on either party to fight 
for us. We have to build that power ourselves. Only then 
can we stop the attacks from Trump and the Democrats, 
who both defend this system. And only then can we fight 
for a future where our lives and needs actually come first.
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