Speak Out Now at Kaiser

A workplace newsletter for Kaiser Oakland workers

UNAC/UHCEP Strike Update

After five days on strike, UNAC/UHCP, representing
midwives, nurse anesthetists, physical therapists, and
physician assistants at Kaiser, have returned to the
bargaining table, with major bargaining dates set for
October 28 & 29th. The 5 day strike was one of the
largest healthcare worker strikes in U.S. history.

This strike was the result of failed negotiations—
where the administration has repeatedly refused to
come to the table to meet worker demands around
wages and staffing. In their proposals, Kaiser has even
insulted newer bargaining units such as physician
assistants by offering proposals that take away wages
and benefits these workers already have.

Kaiser administration has repeatedly claimed that they
have no money to pay for better salaries and statfing.
However, according to a recent report published by
the Center for Media and Democracy, Kaiser currently
holds $67.4 billion in reserves.

If that wasn’t ridiculous already, over the last 2 years,
Kaiser has invested more than $1.1 billion with hedge
funds and constantly offered first class airfare for its
top executives, and sometimes, their "companions."

This recent strike is a testament to where Kaiser’s
priorities truly lie - their profits. Once again, it is only
through our power as workers, standing together in
solidarity with one another, that these priorities can be
challenged and our needs truly met.

Speak Out Socialists Public Meeting

WE WILL NOT PAY

FOR THEIR CRISIS!

Clara Mattei (Professor of Economics at The
University of Tulsa) will discuss how the
chaos of Trump’s policies serve as a cover for
the increase of wealth being transferred from
the working class to the rich.

Join us for a presentation and discussion!

SUNDAY, NOV 16 @ 4PM
DOORS OPEN 3:45PM ($5 DONATION)

6901 TELEGRAPH AVE, OAKLAND
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WE Keep Our Patients Safe From ICE!

Last week at Highland, ICE officers escorted a patient
into the ED, causing concern for staff. But workers
were not discouraged, and instead quickly responded.
In less than 24 hours, over 200 employees signed a
letter asking for stronger policies to protect patients
trom ICE. One demand: banning ICE in the ED, as
their presence could cause panic and prevent people
from accessing the healthcare they need. Workers also
want to be sure patients in custody have access to
HIPAA-protected privacy, legal counsel, and the
immigration resources they need.

James Jackson, Alameda Health System CEO, replied
to workers’ demands by reminding staff that AHS has
policies for when ICE comes. But these policies, while
certainly wordy, are inadequate. We, the workers on
the ground, know what patients need to stay safe.
Though we don’t support ICE in our communities
either, we at least want Highland to be a safe place for
patients to get care, regardless of immigration status.

Chop from the Top, Not the Bottom!

In the last weeks, Kaiser sent notices to 74 Nutritional
Partners at Kaiser Oakland that they would be laid oft.
In total, Kaiser has sent layoff notices to 216
employees throughout California, impacting mainly
nutrition and I'T staff.

Kaiser will argue there are financial reasons to cut
staffing. But is that really the case? According to
publicly available tax documents, Kaiser CEO Greg
Adams made nearly $13 million in 2023. Kaiser spent
more than $72 million on total compensation for
senior executives that year, with 12 executives besides
Adams making over $2 million per year, and three
besides Adams making over $4 million per year.

So if Kaiser wants to save money, how about chopping
from the top where there is real bloat instead of laying
hard working people off!

Since 1978, the growth

of CEO pay has radically

outpaced a typical worker’s

compensation

CEO compensation +1,460%

Worker compensation +18%
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We Have to Oppose Trump’s ICE Terror!

The Trump administration continues to unleash
federal agents on the population, terrorizing immigrant
communities across the country. ICE has arrested over
200,000 people since January, and despite the
administration’s claims, these raids are not aimed at
criminals. The vast majority of people detained by ICE
are low-income workers with no criminal records
whatsoever. These raids serve one purpose: to terrorize
immigrant workers and intimidate those who resist.

We have seen horrific videos of masked ICE agents
invading apartment buildings in the middle of the night,
violently arresting people in their driveways, and ripping
them from their cars. They are snatching people at
hospitals, courthouses, schools, and grocery stores. And in
some cases, agents have rammed into immigrants’ cars or
fired their weapons at people in vehicles. Many families
have no idea where their loved ones are after being taken
by ICE. Over 20 people have died in ICE custody so far
this year, as people are held in cages with little access to
food, water, and medicine.

Recently, Trump threatened to send ICE and other
federal agents to the San Francisco Bay Area to terrorize
immigrants, and target anyone who stands in their way.
At the last minute, Trump called off this deployment, as
thousands of people across the Bay Area were getting
ready to resist this blatant use of state violence. Trump
claimed some of his billionaire friends told him his
operation would cause too much disruption to their
businesses. So for now, he’s decided to wait.

And as the US. government shutdown enters its
fourth week, and tens of thousands of federal workers
have lost their jobs and their income, funding for Trump’s
agencies of terror — including ICE and Customs and
Border Protection — continue at record levels. The
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP),
known as food stamps, is expected to run out of funding
as soon as next week for about 42 million people across
the country. FEMA has also cut over $11 billion in
funding for disaster relief to states. But meanwhile, these
agencies of terror and intimidation are able to operate
without restrictions across the country, with practically
unlimited budgets.

The ICE budget alone has been increased to $150
billion between now and 2029 — which is $37.5 billion
per year. This is bigger than the military budgets of all but
15 countries in the whole world. About $45 billion has
been allocated just to build more detention centers. They
are trying to double the number of detention centers to
be able to detain over 100,000 people nationwide.

The priorities of this government couldn’t be any
clearer. When it comes to the needs of ordinary working
people, they have nothing to offer. They are cutting
funding for everything we rely on, making all of our lives
worse. And at the same time, they are cutting taxes for
billionaires by trillions of dollars, while they amass a
militarized police force to brutalize and terrorize the
population.

Their detention centers are not only aimed at
immigrant workers, but anyone who opposes their
agenda. The Trump administration anticipates opposition
from the population to their horrific policies. This is why
they are working tirelessly to expand ICE and its role
around the country, targeting immigrants and anyone
who opposes the administration. They use immigrants as
a scapegoat to blame for the problems of this system of
exploitation. They unleash terror on the population, and
criminalize all forms of resistance to their attacks. They
are trying to construct a brutal, federal police force that
can operate everywhere without any legal restrictions.
Already, the vast majority of ICE arrests and kidnappings
have happened without any warrants, and without any
opportunity for legal challenges. There have already been
over 170 instances of ICE detaining US. citizens. These
are violent tactics clearly aimed at intimidation.

The US. government is trying to build up a
paramilitary force to be used against the population. For
now, it is primarily targeting low-income, immigrant
workers. But as resistance to their policies grow, they are
increasingly unleashing these shock troops on the whole
population, regardless of immigration status. We can't
allow their tactics to intimidate us into silence as they
make our lives worse. An attack on immigrant workers is
an attack on all workers. And we must continue to build
up our forces to resist these attacks.



