Speak Out Now! at AC Transit 10/27/2025

TOO FULL — No Stops

On some lines, like the 52, the bus is so packed in
the morning starting at the very first stop that the
drivers can’t pick anyone else up on the route. They
have to pass every stop leaving behind whoever is there.

These lines were packed before the realignment, but
now they are even more packed. Obviously, the riders
are frustrated by this. But the district doesn’t care. They
could increase the frequency of buses for the morning
rush, but they refuse. They are more concerned about
making the cuts from their realignment, and don’t care
what the impact is.

It’s a Hiring Freeze

The District claims to be doing what they call
“strategically managing” new hires. This is ridiculous.
Let’s call it what it is: this is a hiring freeze. The District
went from posting help wanted signs all over the Bay to
now posting no new positions at all. What'’s going on?

The District is trying to reduce the number of
positions without doing layoffs. The only way they can
do this is by not replacing people as they retire or leave.
That means the District’s strategy is just going to make
all of the problems even worse.
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No jobs found.

Your search - Bus Operator - didn't match
any jobs.

Suggestions:

e Try using more general keywords.

e Try using different keywords.

e Check back later to see if new jobs have
been added.

t Last?
The District claims to care about the safety of
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employees and passengers, but does nothing to actually
improve any of this. By continuing to impose run times
that can hardly make it on time, they pit riders against
drivers. And they’ve done nothing to protect drivers
from dangerous situations involving passengers

Many drivers think it would be better to have a
closed-off front compartment and do all rear-door
boarding. This would mean the buses would have to
install wheelchair ramps at the rear door. But this is all
doable if the District’s goal was actually to put safety
first. Instead, besides words, everything they do
continues to put safety last.

What About ICE?

The Trump administration continues to increase
the presence of ICE in California. They recently
threatened a major increase in the Bay Area, but claim
they've decided to wait for now. We'll see. ICE has
already made arrests at public transit stops in Los
Angeles, Pasadena and San Diego. They have also got
on buses in L.A.

The AC Board almost signed a deal with the
Department of Homeland Security. This would have
been a bribe of sorts. The District would have accepted
a grant from DHS of over $500K in exchange for
working more closely with ICE and DHS. Because of
pressure from the public, the District backed out of the
deal at the last minute. The AC General Manager, who
initially supported the grant, changed his tune and said
they will continue to ensure that “AC Transit remains a
safe and welcoming space for everyone.”

But this says nothing about how drivers are
supposed to respond if ICE does start to increase its
presence. As ICE continues to go after members of our
community, it is up to us to keep each other safe. What
is the District saying about that? Nothing!
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We Have to Oppose Trump’s ICE Terror!

The Trump administration continues to unleash
federal agents on the population, terrorizing immigrant
communities across the country. ICE has arrested over
200,000 people since January, and despite the
administration’s claims, these raids are not aimed at
criminals. The vast majority of people detained by ICE
are low-income workers with no criminal records
whatsoever. These raids serve one purpose: to terrorize
immigrant workers and intimidate those who resist.

We have seen horrific videos of masked ICE agents
invading apartment buildings in the middle of the night,
violently arresting people in their driveways, and ripping
them from their cars. They are snatching people at
hospitals, courthouses, schools, and grocery stores. And in
some cases, agents have rammed into immigrants’ cars or
fired their weapons at people in vehicles. Many families
have no idea where their loved ones are after being taken
by ICE. Over 20 people have died in ICE custody so far
this year, as people are held in cages with little access to
food, water, and medicine.

Recently, Trump threatened to send ICE and other
federal agents to the San Francisco Bay Area to terrorize
immigrants, and target anyone who stands in their way.
At the last minute, Trump called off this deployment, as
thousands of people across the Bay Area were getting
ready to resist this blatant use of state violence. Trump
claimed some of his billionaire friends told him his
operation would cause too much disruption to their
businesses. So for now, he’s decided to wait.

And as the US. government shutdown enters its
fourth week, and tens of thousands of federal workers
have lost their jobs and their income, funding for Trump’s
agencies of terror — including ICE and Customs and
Border Protection — continue at record levels. The
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP),
known as food stamps, is expected to run out of funding
as soon as next week for about 42 million people across
the country. FEMA has also cut over $11 billion in
funding for disaster relief to states. But meanwhile, these
agencies of terror and intimidation are able to operate
without restrictions across the country, with practically
unlimited budgets.

The ICE budget alone has been increased to $150
billion between now and 2029 — which is $37.5 billion
per year. This is bigger than the military budgets of all but
15 countries in the whole world. About $45 billion has
been allocated just to build more detention centers. They
are trying to double the number of detention centers to
be able to detain over 100,000 people nationwide.

The priorities of this government couldn’t be any
clearer. When it comes to the needs of ordinary working
people, they have nothing to offer. They are cutting
funding for everything we rely on, making all of our lives
worse. And at the same time, they are cutting taxes for
billionaires by trillions of dollars, while they amass a
militarized police force to brutalize and terrorize the
population.

Their detention centers are not only aimed at
immigrant workers, but anyone who opposes their
agenda. The Trump administration anticipates opposition
from the population to their horrific policies. This is why
they are working tirelessly to expand ICE and its role
around the country, targeting immigrants and anyone
who opposes the administration. They use immigrants as
a scapegoat to blame for the problems of this system of
exploitation. They unleash terror on the population, and
criminalize all forms of resistance to their attacks. They
are trying to construct a brutal, federal police force that
can operate everywhere without any legal restrictions.
Already, the vast majority of ICE arrests and kidnappings
have happened without any warrants, and without any
opportunity for legal challenges. There have already been
over 170 instances of ICE detaining US. citizens. These
are violent tactics clearly aimed at intimidation.

The US. government is trying to build up a
paramilitary force to be used against the population. For
now, it is primarily targeting low-income, immigrant
workers. But as resistance to their policies grow, they are
increasingly unleashing these shock troops on the whole
population, regardless of immigration status. We can't
allow their tactics to intimidate us into silence as they
make our lives worse. An attack on immigrant workers is
an attack on all workers. And we must continue to build
up our forces to resist these attacks.



