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Bay Area Transit Should be Funded 

Transit in the Bay Area, including AC Transit, 
BART, MUNI, and CalTrain, are all facing big budget 
deficits. At AC Transit the deficit was around $41 
million dollars for this year, and is supposed to grow to 
$74 million next year. At BART the situation is even 
worse. But meanwhile, Newsom and the State 
legislature refuse to do anything about it. 

Newsom did finally agree to give a no interest loan 
of $750 million dollars that has bought these agencies 
some time. But loans have to be paid back, and they are 
already operating with deficits. So, really this could just 
make the situation worse. 

The reality is, California has never had more money 
than it does now. And the state could fully fund 
transportation. But they don’t want to. They refuse to 
increase taxes on big corporations and the super-rich, 
and they have no problem cutting services for poor and 
working people because that is how their system works. 

We Shouldn’t Pay More for Transit 
Instead of just increasing the funding for 

transportation, Newsom and the budget office are 
supporting a ballot measure in 2026 to impose a new 
sales tax on transit. The tax would be between .5¢ and 
1¢. It is not a lot of money, but riders have already been 
paying more and more in fares. And we are already 
paying more for everything else, on top of regularly 
increasing sales tax measures to fund many things. Why 
should we have to pay anything more? Even a 1% tax 
on billionaires would bring in more than enough 
revenue to fully fund transit and erase the shortfalls. 
Increasing taxes on the general population is no 
solution when we live in the wealthiest state in the 
country. 

No Surprise:Realign Changed Nothing 
The District’s realign plan has been in full swing for 

almost two months now. Despite all the changes it was 
supposed to bring, everything is much like it was. The 
run times are still too short. If drivers get one passenger 
with a wheelchair, they often won’t reach on time. This 
makes it very hard to predict what time they will be 
done with their shift. And drivers still have no 
protection inside the buses, which is definitely needed 
on more dangerous routes. In the end, the realign 
didn’t fix anything. 

Youth Around the World Show the Way 
Around the world, young people are rising up 

against corrupt governments, increasing inequality, 
skyrocketing living costs, and huge cuts to social 
ser vices. From Nepal, Bangladesh, Morocco, 
Madagascar, Indonesia, and more, young people have 
risen up, and poured into the streets. They have faced 
tear gas, rubber bullets, and in some cases live 
ammunition. In some countries, these mass protests 
have forced whole governments to resign. These stories 
aren't over yet. More still needs to be done, and the 
uprisings have to go much further and become much 
more widespread to bring about meaningful lasting 
social change.  

But here in the U.S, we can take inspiration from 
these movements. They are a reminder that no matter 
how hard things seem, no matter how deep the attacks 
go, people can still organize and resits these attacks. We 
have the power because we make society run. And 
when workers can unite with the youth, this is when 
powerful movements can emerge. This administration 
is no different than the authoritarian regimes 
elsewhere. Let these young people be an inspiration of 
what we can do here. 



Trump’s Ceasefire Doesn’t Erase Genocide 
Last week Trump announced that his administration 

had finally negotiated a ceasefire between Hamas and 
Israel. This was presented as some major accomplishment 
of his administration. He even seemed to think it could 
win him the Nobel Peace Prize.  

In reality, this so-called ceasefire could have been 
implemented at anytime over the past two years. The 
reason it wasn’t implemented earlier was just to allow Israel 
the time to further destroy Gaza and intensify its genocide 
of Palestinians. To celebrate this ceasefire now, after mass 
murder, mass destruction, and mass starvation has been 
allowed to continue for two years, is a bit like celebrating a 
funeral after a massacre. 

Of course, for Palestinians, any pause to Israel’s 
atrocities is better than things continuing as they are. Any 
increase in food and medical aid means people can finally 
get some much-needed nutrients and medical treatment to 
keep them alive. 

But the details of how this ceasefire will be carried out 
and how long it will last are very unclear. Israel has 
repeatedly shown that they have no regard for Palestinian 
life, and are willing to break any agreement they make if it 
suits their interests. And the U.S. has been a willing partner 
in this genocide the whole time.  

Since Oct. 7, 2023, the U.S. has supplied Israel with 
around $20 billion in military aid, the very aid that has 
allowed these atrocities to take place. As Israel intensified 
its attacks on Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank, and 
expanded its assault into Lebanon, Iran, Yemen, and Qatar, 
the U.S. has been there the entire time, continuing its 
military aid, with an increased military presence in the 
region to warn anyone who might retaliate against Israel. 

So, the idea that Israel and the U.S. should be praised for 
this agreement is a sick joke. Israel and the U.S., from the 
Biden administration to Trump, should be seen for the 
mass murderers that they are. And this new agreement 
should be met with deep skepticism. 

Most of Gaza has been destroyed. Official estimates put 
the death toll of Palestinians somewhere between 68,000 
and 200,000 or more. Hundreds of thousands have been 
injured. Tens of thousands suffer from severe malnutrition. 
Many families have been completely destroyed, without 
any surviving family members, or sometimes with one 

surviving child left all alone. Israel has destroyed the vast 
majority of hospitals, water and sewage treatment facilities, 
electrical grids, schools, roads, and more. This ceasefire is 
being hailed as some great success, only after Gaza has been 
destroyed. In fact, this ceasefire is happening now likely 
because Israel has been able to destroy so much of Gaza. It’s 
easier to declare a ceasefire after so much has been reduced 
to rubble. And we can’t ignore the increased pressure on 
Israel and the U.S. to reach an agreement in the face of 
growing opposition and protests to Israel’s atrocities 
around the world. 

The ceasefire agreement claims Gaza will be redeveloped 
and aid will return to previous levels. But Trump has 
appointed himself as the head of the so-called 
redevelopment board that is supposed to be created by this 
agreement. Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu 
have both stated publicly that they would like to see Gaza 
redeveloped without Palestinians. Trump even said he 
hoped Gaza could be developed into something like the 
French Riviera, one more playground for the super-rich. Is 
that what this redevelopment plan will look like?  

Of course, this ceasefire is better than the continuation 
of Israel’s blatant massacre. But peace can’t just mean a 
pause in a genocide. It doesn’t just mean finally providing 
some relief to Palestinians who have been brought to the 
brink of starvation. A real peace could only begin after a 
total end to Israel’s occupation of Palestine, and the return 
of Palestinians to their homes and land, free of Israeli 
military rule. But that is a peace that can only come when 
all of the regimes that support this global system of 
oppression and exploitation are brought down through 
mass uprisings from below — that is the peace that we have 
to keep fighting for. 

The only thing that may prevent Israel from resuming its 
mass slaughter in Gaza is if the forces that oppose genocide 
and exploitation continue to grow around the world. It is 
the poor, the working class, and the young people in the 
U.S. and around the world that have the ability to break the 
grip of imperialism over the Middle East, and who have the 
power to fight for a real peace, for a world free from 
genocide, oppression and exploitation. This ceasefire 
agreement doesn’t mean it’s time to relax, but it’s time to 
double our efforts to stand up against this system and all of 
its attacks. 
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