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Ridership for public transportation is still far
from what it was from pre-pandemic levels and
with that comes less funding. The situation at
BART is a bit more dire than at AC, with
$125-$233 million projected annual deficits.
While AC Transit relies on the passenger fare
much less than other transit agencies, AC still
faces a ridership of around 60%-70% of
pre-pandemic levels. AC is starting to see less
money coming from federal, state and local
taxes. This cannot be sustainable forever. If and
when AC tries to demand real concessions from
workers, will we be ready? Will we be
organized to put up the kind of fight that is
necessary?

In a society with so much wealth in our faces,
why shouldn’t there be a state of art public
transit system? The bosses rely on infrastructure
like AC and BART to get workers to and from
work. Why shouldn’t they be expected to pay
up to fund a quality transit system that takes
individual cars off the road?

When Will It Be Our Turn?
Recently, across the pond in France, the

government in line with the heads of major
businesses decided to try to cut pensions and
raise the age of retirement from 62 to 64. The
government wants to cut around 13 billion
Euros per year from the pension fund. By
contrast, the top ten wealthiest French have
gained 189 billion Euros since 2020. In
response to these attacks, millions of workers
across the country and across industries went on
strike and demonstrated in the streets.

There are no shortages of attacks that we
face, wages that don’t keep up with the rising
cost of living, underfunded schools, the lack of
a real healthcare system and more. When will it
be our turn to begin to put up the kind of fight
that we are starting to see across the pond?

Hollowing Out The Money Maker
With the pandemic and now the more recent

wave of tech layoffs, San Francisco’s
population continues to be hollowed out. A
recent report found that the city’s population is
at its lowest since 2012. If there was anywhere
that AC Transit made money from the
passenger fare, it was the transbay service. Way
less people commuting to and from the city has
an impact.

Workers In Britain Fight Back!
Saturday, February 4th - 12:00 Noon

● Working-class people in the United Kingdom are
facing the biggest attack on their standard of
living since the 1950s. Since the middle of 2022,
hundreds of thousands of workers in many
sectors of the economy have gone on strike
demanding higher wages. The strike wave
continues to spread.

● Daniel Randall will discuss the current strike
movement and the challenges facing workers in
the UK. Daniel is a worker on the London
Underground (subway), a workplace
representative of the National Union of Rail,
Maritime, and Transport workers (RMT), and a
supporter of the socialist group Workers’ Liberty.
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