
Speak Out Now at BART (September 21, 2026) 

No Change @ BART? 

At the Stations - Wait for the Next Update 
Why do many of the stations that serve the poorer 

members of society seem to have the most problems? 
It’s not about fare evasion. When people need to add 
fare, why is it next to impossible, because the machines 
don’t take bills. Or they take them and keep them. 

And, it can be the same with buying a Clipper card. 
Money in and nothing out. What’s the problem? It 
almost seems intentional. But given how little 
attention is paid to the real functioning of the stations, 
it is doubtful that this is anything but neglect, which is 
about the same thing. 

Transparency? Open the Books! 
BART is in bad shape financially. Even if this tax 

measure on the November ballot passes, BART won’t 
have enough money to maintain operations, or so they 
say. If people are going to vote on this, they need to 
know where the money will go. And one way to know 
this is to know how the money is spent now. 

BART is a public agency, but getting the real details 
is difficult. How about a list of how many people are in 
management and what their responsibilities are?  

And BART the land baron? What’s the real budget 
of this Transit Oriented Development? Is the new tax 
money going to be put in the same hands as in the 
past? That shouldn’t happen. There are people who 
know what the system needs and one is reading this 
right now. Workers & riders should have oversight!. 

On the Lines - Deferred Maintenance?  
Or Deferred Thinking? 

All the delays last week were not very well-timed, if 
BART is trying to convince people to vote to tax 
themselves to keep the system running. Some people 
didn’t have any choice but to get in their car to get 
where they had to go. Others didn’t have that choice 
because they don’t have one. Or just finding parking 
would take longer than waiting on that delayed 
schedule. But there were a LOT of full trains and some 
very unhappy passengers. 

BART is a necessity in many people’s lives. And it 
has to be a dependable system.  

So, what is going on? “Trackside problems?” 
Another substation malfunction? Or what? It’s not a 
surprise that running these new cars, especially 10-car 
consists, on an older system isn’t working out.  

And what has BART’s focus been? Continuing 
work on the CBTC (Communication Based Train 
Control) system that will allow trains to run closer 
together, allowing for more trains per hour. This might 
have been a good idea years ago. But BART is 
underfunded and threatening major cuts in service! 

Seem like there’s some deferred thinking going into 
their upgrade and  maintenance program. 

A “No Change For Us” Meeting @ BHQ 
“We Don’t Make Change(s)”

Free the MN15! 
The movie, ”When the ICE Melts” shows some 

of the organizing of tens of thousands of people in 
Minneapolis that brought an end to Trump’s Metro 
Surge that sent nearly 4000 ICE and Border 
Control agents into their city. They showed us that 
it is possible to defend ourselves and our neighbors 
Now it is time for us to stand with them. 
In June, the Federal government filed charges 

against 15 people, the MN15, for taking part in the 
organizing against the ICE occupation. They face 
prison sentences of three to six years or more. 
Free Screening of  

When the ICE Melts 
Thursday, October 1, 6:30 pm 

Berkeley City College Auditorium 
2050 Center St., Berkeley



We Must Stand Up Against Their Blatant Attacks on our Lives 
It couldn’t be any clearer that this is a society openly run 

in the interests of the corporations and the billionaires. 
Their agenda includes cutting social services for the poor, 
cutting taxes for the super rich, waging wars, destroying the 
environment, attacking immigrants, and trying to 
criminalize those who stand up to them. They don’t even 
try to hide it, doing it all out in the open, and making it 
increasingly clear for people to see and choose a side. 

The U.S. war on Iran has unleashed a new wave of 
devastation across the Middle East, claiming tens of 
thousands of lives and displacing millions more. It has 
worsened the economic struggles of ordinary people in this 
country and around the world. Diesel prices recently hit an 
all-time high, with an average of $6.29 per gallon, up 68% 
since the U.S. war on Iran began. And because diesel 
powers much of the economy (trains, tractors, trucks), 
those costs keep pushing up prices for food, goods, and 
anything that requires shipping. 

At the same time, the U.S. continues to back the Israeli 
genocide in Gaza, which continues despite corporate news 
channels trying to keep it off the news. Even as Palestinians 
face mass starvation, the U.S. is helping Israel accelerate the 
genocide by providing Israel with a $2.8 billion weapons 
package of 40,000 bombs, one of the largest weapons 
provisions in recent years. 

The headlines around artificial intelligence (AI) also 
keep getting worse. There are warnings that AI will lead to 
massive layoffs, greater environmental destruction, 
intensifying global conflicts, and increasing risk that AI 
technology could get out of control and put humanity at 
risk. Meanwhile, the Trump administration is lowering the 
regulations on power plant emissions to allow unregulated 
gas plants to power the AI boom. 

As life becomes increasingly difficult for working 
people, the corporations, Trump and the billionaires can’t 
even hide how much money they are making. Trump's 
personal income increased by about 350% in his first year 
back in office — from $622 million in 2024 to $2.2 billion 
in 2025, making it the largest financial gain for any 
president in U.S. history. This is open corruption by using 
his power as president to enrich himself. And, since 
Trump's second term began, U.S. billionaires increased 
their wealth by 22% in 2025 alone, gaining $1.5 trillion in 
just one year. Meanwhile, since 2025, working class 

households have been paying about $350 extra per month 
just to keep up with the rising cost of living.  

But in the face of these blatant attacks, it is getting 
easier to see this society for what it is — a war on ordinary 
people here and around the world in order to enrich the 
very few at the top. It is increasingly clear that we cannot 
leave the future in the hands of billionaires who profit from 
destruction. It is becoming more urgent for people to 
choose a side, take a stand, and speak out. 

Recently, AI researcher Jacob Coxon resigned from the 
AI company Anthropic to warn the world that the industry 
is moving too rapidly, and that companies could soon build 
AI that humans cannot control, which could put all of 
humanity at risk. Coxon was willing to walk away from his 
high-paying job and risk retaliation to send the warning 
that even those building these systems fear how they will be 
used under this system of profit, war, and destruction. 

And last week, when rapper Macklemore took the stage 
in New Jersey and declared support for Palestine during an 
Ed Sheeran tour, NFL stadium owners united to pressure 
Sheeran into removing him from the remaining dates. 
Robert Kraft, billionaire owner of the New England 
Patriots, led the effort to threaten him into silence.  

But Macklemore refused to be silenced, and defended 
why he stood with Palestine and against genocide. Since 
then, other artists on the tour have followed suit, dropping 
out rather than remaining silent, choosing to side with 
Palestinians instead of those who defend genocide. 

Aaron Rowe, an Irish singer who was opening for 
Sheeran on the tour, dropped out and had this to say: “as 
Irish people we know all too well about genocide, forced 
famine and violent occupation. I cannot stand by and allow 
billionaires to use their position of power to silence the rightful 
voices of those who speak up against Israeli genocide and who 
highlight the savage murder of children. I would lose all 
respect for myself to carry on as normal.” 

Rowe’s words are for all of us. We cannot let the people 
in power continue driving us down this path while putting 
our futures in jeopardy. Every day they maintain control, 
the greater the threat they pose. The billionaires and 
politicians who have led us down this path cannot be 
trusted to get us out of their mess. The situation we face is 
not easy, but it is pushing more and more people to take a 
stand in opposition to the powerful. Others can begin to 
take a stand too. The future is up to us!
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