Speak Out Now! at AC Transit

Making More than 40 or Bust

Working at AC, it’s very clear that there are plenty
of hours available to work since they keep everything so
short-staffed. And we need these extra hours to afford
living in the Bay Area. The pay is okay, but the cushion
we get from OT is what makes it bearable. If there
wasn’t any OT, if this was just a 40-hour a week job, do
you think many of us could actually afford to live here?
With the high cost of the Bay Area already on top of
the increasing energy and other costs right now, our
paychecks don’t stretch as far as they used to.

With any proposed cuts to service, that’s going to
be less service on the road, and even less time on our
runs. The closer to 40 hours a week the District can get
us, the more they can project to save. The end result is
not only bad for the public, it's bad for our lives too.
The less we make on our paychecks, the harder it will be
to stay at this job and get by.

What’s up with the Transbay Run Times?

You know the run time is meaningless if you are
already behind 20 minutes after the first run. Well
that’s how it is on some of the Transbay lines, like the
NL, O, F and others. Management pretends like they
don’t know, and tell us to talk to the Driver’s
committee. The Driver’s committee says management
does know but won’t change the run times.

The reality is of course management knows. The
data is on the Clever showing every actual run time.
The point is they won't do anything about it unless
Driver’s on these lines come together and push back.
We can all fill out the meal/rest break form together.
We can all follow all the rules, take our breaks, and let
the runs be as late as they are. The point is that we have
to do it together. But if stays everyone for themself, and
they keep us divided, nothing will change.
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Public Transit is a Public Service

Public Transit is a service for the public. It is not a
private company trying to make profits. It does not
need to make money. It does not need to pay for itself.
It just needs to be fully funded by local, state, and
federal funding. That funding can come from the
wealthiest corporations and billionaires. But it should
not have to come from the workers or riders that rely
on it. This region, this state, this country, has plenty of
money to fully fund transit.

We're sick of being told that public transit is in a
crisis. This crisis is by design! It is a choice made by
corporations and politicians not to fund transit. Make
the corporations and the rich pay. Fund transit. And
stop telling us that we are in a crisis. This system’s crisis
of priorities is not the fault of workers or the public.

Public Hearing at the Board:
No Layoffs! No Cuts!

The District wants to impose huge cuts if SB 63
fails in November. SB 63, the "Connect Bay Area Act,’
would raise sales tax by %2¢ in Bay Area cities and 1¢ in
San Francisco to boost transit funding. The District is
threatening to cut bus service by 16% and fire up to
300 workers, mostly drivers.

As a public agency, AC must hear from the public
first. The AC Board will hold a public hearing on
October 14, 2026, at 2:00 PM and 6:00 PM at 1600
Franklin Street in Oakland, and on Zoom. AC workers
and riders should attend and tell the District in one
voice: We will not accept cuts to our public transit.
They have mismanaged these funds for so long. How
dare they threaten to destroy our public service.
Workers and Riders must have a say!
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We Must Stand Up Against Their Blatant Attacks on our Lives

It couldn’t be any clearer that this is a society openly run
in the interests of the corporations and the billionaires.
Their agenda includes cutting social services for the poor,
cutting taxes for the super rich, waging wars, destroying the
environment, attacking immigrants, and trying to
criminalize those who stand up to them. They don’t even
try to hide it, doing it all out in the open, and making it
increasingly clear for people to see and choose a side.

The US. war on Iran has unleashed a new wave of
devastation across the Middle East, claiming tens of
thousands of lives and displacing millions more. It has
worsened the economic struggles of ordinary people in this
country and around the world. Diesel prices recently hit an
all-time high, with an average of $6.29 per gallon, up 68%
since the US. war on Iran began. And because diesel
powers much of the economy (trains, tractors, trucks),
those costs keep pushing up prices for food, goods, and
anything that requires shipping.

At the same time, the US. continues to back the Israeli
genocide in Gaza, which continues despite corporate news
channels trying to keep it off the news. Even as Palestinians
face mass starvation, the US. is helping Israel accelerate the
genocide by providing Israel with a $2.8 billion weapons
package of 40,000 bombs, one of the largest weapons
provisions in recent years.

The headlines around artificial intelligence (AI) also
keep getting worse. There are warnings that AI will lead to
massive layoffs, greater environmental destruction,
intensifying global conflicts, and increasing risk that Al
technology could get out of control and put humanity at
risk. Meanwhile, the Trump administration is lowering the
regulations on power plant emissions to allow unregulated
gas plants to power the Al boom.

As life becomes increasingly difficult for working
people, the corporations, Trump and the billionaires can’t
even hide how much money they are making. Trump's
personal income increased by about 350% in his first year
back in office — from $622 million in 2024 to $2.2 billion
in 2025, making it the largest financial gain for any
president in U.S. history. This is open corruption by using
his power as president to enrich himself. And, since
Trump's second term began, US. billionaires increased
their wealth by 22% in 2025 alone, gaining $1.5 trillion in
just one year. Meanwhile, since 2025, working class

households have been paying about $350 extra per month
just to keep up with the rising cost of living.

But in the face of these blatant attacks, it is getting
easier to see this society for what it is — a war on ordinary
people here and around the world in order to enrich the
very few at the top. It is increasingly clear that we cannot
leave the future in the hands of billionaires who profit from
destruction. It is becoming more urgent for people to
choose a side, take a stand, and speak out.

Recently, Al researcher Jacob Coxon resigned from the
Al company Anthropic to warn the world that the industry
is moving too rapidly, and that companies could soon build
Al that humans cannot control, which could put all of
humanity at risk. Coxon was willing to walk away from his
high-paying job and risk retaliation to send the warning
that even those building these systems fear how they will be
used under this system of profit, war, and destruction.

And last week, when rapper Macklemore took the stage
in New Jersey and declared support for Palestine during an
Ed Sheeran tour, NFL stadium owners united to pressure
Sheeran into removing him from the remaining dates.
Robert Kraft, billionaire owner of the New England
Patriots, led the effort to threaten him into silence.

But Macklemore refused to be silenced, and defended
why he stood with Palestine and against genocide. Since
then, other artists on the tour have followed suit, dropping
out rather than remaining silent, choosing to side with
Palestinians instead of those who defend genocide.

Aaron Rowe, an Irish singer who was opening for
Sheeran on the tour, dropped out and had this to say: “s
Irish people we know all too well about genocide, forced
famine and violent occupation. I cannot stand by and allow
billionaires to use their position of power to silence the rightful
voices of those who speak up against Israeli genocide and who
highlight the savage murder of children. I would lose all
respect for myself to carry on as normal.”

Rowe’s words are for all of us. We cannot let the people
in power continue driving us down this path while putting
our futures in jeopardy. Every day they maintain control,
the greater the threat they pose. The billionaires and
politicians who have led us down this path cannot be
trusted to get us out of their mess. The situation we face is
not easy, but it is pushing more and more people to take a
stand in opposition to the powerful. Others can begin to
take a stand too. The future is up to us!
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