
Speak Out Now at BART (September 16, 2025)  
at's Democracy? 

A couple of weeks ago, the future of BART, AC 
Transit, Caltrain and MUNI were in doubt. Governor 
Newsom was hesitating to sign-off on the $750 million 
dollar state loan to Bay Area transit agencies that the 
state legislature had approved. He signed off the day 
aer the deadline. And the crisis was postponed.  

is is what their democracy looks like. One person 
can decide whether to use our tax dollars to fund 
essential services like public transit. 

e situation of public transportation across the 
U.S. reflects the priorities of those who are in power. 
ey know that for their economy to function people 
need to get to work, and go places to spend money that 
puts more money in their pockets, so it is necessary. 
But unlike cars, running on gas, it's not a direct money 
maker. ey would prefer to have our tax dollars go 
directly into their pockets to support their businesses. 

No wonder they hate mass transit. It shines a bright 
light on the realities of their so-called democracy. 

Over-Supervised? 
Does it seem like there is more supervision than 

ever? ere are the Tuesday Management strolls 
through the system. And when there are emergencies, 
some show their skills at putting up caution tape at the 
gates and standing around.  

Maybe things would go a lot better if some who 
believe their job is to manage people would ask what 
t h e y can do to make things to function better.  

Respect 
System Service workers have to deal with what 

passengers leave behind and the occasional remark 
from a passenger who is looking for something to 
complain about. But the main challenge can be 
supervisors that believe their job is to find something 
that they think needs cleaning. And they can act in an 
arrogant and insulting way. ey don't give a thought 
to the size of the station and the impossibility of 
everything being cleaned at once.  

So, a job that can seem thankless is now more 
difficult. Who says "thank you" in appreciation of a 
clean station? at can have an impact on the morale 
of a worker.  

Aside from being respectful toward workers, what 
would make sense for organizing the work in System 
Service? How about having those who do the work and 
some foreworkers discuss what the needs are and how 
to reorganize the schedules would be a start. 

BART in the News 
No news is oen good news as far as BART 

management is concerned. e news is not usually 
about how many people had a good ride on BART to a 
Valkyries game, or a concert or other things going on. 
e news is when BART has a problem. 

Recently there have been a lot of problems: the 
electrical problem in the Transbay tube; the "computer 
problem" that shut the system down on a Friday; the 
electrical fire at San Leandro, and other less dramatic 
delays. So, BART isn't viewed as being reliable. 

ere's probably a lot of finger-pointing going on 
among managers of various departments. e first 
question is whether what those who supervise from 
BART HQ really know about the system. How in 
touch are they with those who work on the trackways, 
in system control and other areas of the system?  

It's obvious that the system is in need of major 
repairs. But money alone isn't enough. It's a matter of 
knowledge and experience. And, just because they 
have long titles and more zeros on their pay checks 
doesn't mean they have a real understanding of the 
workings of this complex system. 

Come to a presentation and discussion with activist and 
journalist Nora Barrows-Friedman.  
Sunday, September 21 @ 4pm PT 

Judge Henry Ramsey Jr. Center 
2939 Ellis Street, Berkeley, (Near Ashby BART) $5 donation 
Also live online on Zoom - info at: speakoutsocialists.org/

Stop the War on the People of Palestine! No Genocide in Our Name!
The U.S. has backed Israel's occupation of 
Palestine and the most recent war on the 
Palestinian people. The systematic starvation of 
the people of Gaza and the escalating massacre is 
genocide, supported with our tax dollars.
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Jhqj� rodvdc� qUbhrs� Umc� qhfgs,vhmf� uhdvr’� bkUhlhmf� sgUs�
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bUkk�  sqUchshnmUk� uUktdr -�Jhqj�lUcd� qUbhrs� UssUbjr� nm�AkUbj�
odnokd�Umc�UffiqlUshud�Ubshnm-�Gd�bkUhldc�sgUs�hllhfqUmsr�
Umc�Idvhrg�odnokd’�Uqd� qdokUbhmf �vghsd�odnokd�hm�sgd�T-R-�
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Gd� adbUld� U� eUbd� ne� eUq,qhfgs� hcdnknfx-� Gd� vUr� U� jdx�
nqfUmhydq’�aqhmfhmf�xntmf�odnokd�hmsn�Sqtlozr�oqdrhcdmshUk�
bUloUhfm-�Sqtlo� hr� bUmnmhyhmf�ghl� Ur� Um�6ldqhbUm�gdqn�
Umc� vhkk� gnmnq� ghl� vhsg� sgd� NqdrhcdmshUk� LdcUk� ne�
Eqddcnl’� sgd�ghfgdrs�gnmnq� sgUs� sgd�fnudqmldms�bUm�fhud�
sn� U� bhuhkhUm-� Gd� nqcdqdc� sgUs� flUfr� ad� flnvm� Us� gUke,lUrs�
Ubqnrr� sgd� bntmsqx-� Sqtlo� cndrmzs� vUms� sn� lhrr� Umx�
noonqstmhsx� sn� tmhex� ghr� aUrd� UfUhmrs� sgnrd� vgn� chrUfqdd�
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Sqtlo� Umc� sgd� QdotakhbUmr� gUud� lUcd� Jhqj� hmsn� U�
lUqsxq-��dx� Uqd�trhmf� sghr� Ur� Um� dwbtrd� sn� etqsgdq� qdoqdrr�
sgd� onotkUshnm� “� sn� fn� Udq� sgnrd�vgn� rsUmc� UfUhmrs� sgd�
gUsqdc� Jhqj� roqdUc-� Rhmbd� Jhqj"r� cdUsg’� lUmx� oqnlhmdms�
QdotakhbUmr�gUud�rsUsdc�sgUs�sgdx�Uqd�'Us�vUq–�Umc�vhkk�cn�
dudqxsghmf� hm� sgdhq�onvdq� sn�otmhrg� sgnrd�nm� sgd� kd� sgUs�
sgdx� bkUhl�Uqd� qdronmrhakd� enq� sghr-�Ndnokd�gUud�addm�fiqdc�
eqnl�sgdhq�inar�Umc�gUqUrrdc�enq�adhmf�bqhshbUk�ne�Jhqj�hm�sgd�
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sgd� uhnkdmbd� sgUs� qtmr� sgqntfgnts� sgd� rnbhdsx-� 6mc� sgnrd�
vgn�Uqd�Ubshudkx�noonrhmf�sgd�lUrjdc�HBD�Ufdmsr�sgUs�Uqd�
sdqqnqhyhmf�Umc�Uactbshmf�hllhfqUms�vnqjdqr�Umc�eUlhkhdr’�
Umc�sgd�nbbtoUshnm�ne�ntq�bhshdr�ax�MUshnmUk�FtUqc�sqnnor’�
Uqd�adhmf�sUqfdsdc�ax�sgnrd�vgn�Uqd�lUhmsUhmhmf�sghr�nqcdq-�
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�hr� hr� sgd� nodm� uhnkdmbd� ne� sghr� rxrsdl-��d� uhnkdmbd

lUmx� eUbd� dUbg�cUx�cndrmzs� itrs� bnld� eqnl�sgd�aUqqdk�ne� U�
ftm-� Hs� hr� sgd� uhnkdmbd�ne�onudqsx�nq� sgd� sgqdUs�ne� rkhoohmf�
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�nrd� hm� onvdq� bkUhl� sgUs� sgdqd� Uqd� odnokd� sgUs� Uqd�

rtoonrdckx� sUjhmf� sghmfr� Us� ntq� dwodmrd� “� ndm� odnokd
vgn� Uqd� U� chffdqdms� qUbd’� nq� gUud� U� chffdqdms� rdwtUk
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qdronmc-�6r�U�qdrtks’� sgdqd�Uqd�lUrr�rgnnshmfr�ne�odnokd�Us
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lUm�vgn� rgns�Umc�jhkkdc�Jhqj’� rnld�vqnmfkx�adkhdud� sgUs�
jhkkhmf� hmchuhctUkr�vhkk gUud�U�onkhshbUk� hloUbs-� Hm�Ucchshnm
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sgd�uhnkdmbd�sghr�rnbhdsx�gUr�bqdUsdc-��
�dqd hr�U�vUq�gdqd�Us�gnld�UfUhmrs� sgd�lUinqhsx�ne�tr’�

sgd� vnqjhmf� bkUrr-� Hs� hr� U� vUq� sgUs� aqddcr� edUq� Umc� bqdUsdr�
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cdodmc� nm� dhsgdq� sgd� QdotakhbUmr� nq� CdlnbqUsr’� vgdm�
mdhsgdq� oUqsx� qdoqdrdmsr� ntq� hmsdqdrsr-� �dx� dwhrs� sn
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bnmeqnms-� Ats� sgd� rnktshnmr� adfhm� hm� ntq� cUhkx� khudr-� 6r�
vnqjdqr’� vd� Uqd� sgd� nmdr�vgn�lUjd� sghr� rnbhdsx� qtm’��d
chuhrhnmr� sgUs� rdoUqUsd�tr�Uqd�lUhmsUhmdc� sn�jddo�tr�vdUj-�
Sn�cdUk�vhsg�sgd�bgUkkdmfdr�Umc�bgUnr�vd�bnmeqnms’�vd�bUm
Umc� ltrs� knnj� sn� ntqrdkudr� “� ntq� eUlhkhdr’� eqhdmcr’� bn,
vnqjdqr’� ntq� mdhfganqr� Umc� nsgdq� khjd,lhmcdc� odnokd-�
�dm�vd�bUm�rsUmc�snfdsgdq�Umc�cdedmc�ntqrdkudr-
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