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It’s Time For Them To Pay Up!

The money used to build BART didn’t fall from the
sky. It was the tax dollars of the people of the Bay Area
— local, state, and federal. And since then, taxes and
fares have kept the system running.

Public transit is not a priority for those who run
this society. It is not profitable when compared to
autos and trucks, which benefit the companies that
build them, the gas companies that power them, and
the massive amount of concrete and construction that
goes into roads.

Transit systems are always in crisis. BART is in
trouble again. This time, it is for real. And as usual,
instead of working to get funding from those who can
afford it, BART management has spent more time
coming up with names for the $376 million deficit:
“doomsday scenarios”, “fiscal cliff,” “death spiral,” and
others that get the media’s attention.

All this is aimed at getting people to vote to tax
themselves another half a cent, $.05 on retail
purchases. That’s 50¢ on every $100. Most people
could probably afford that.

How about the billionaires, who depended on
BART to transport tens of thousands of people to their
worksites around the Bay, paying what they owe?

Where would they be without BART?

No Money For Public Transit?

We are able to vote to put the ballot initiative that
can maintain Bay Area transit agencies. What if we
could vote on other uses of our tax dollars?

Who would have voted to wage this recent war on
Iran? It is a massacre of Iranian children and civilians
and a massive destruction of their towns and cities.

If we could vote, would we approve of spending an
average of $1.2 billion a day on this criminal war
carried out in our name?

If the bond measure passes who will decide how the

money is used? Workers should have a real say!

New Bid, But?

The Summer shuffle is in place, with some getting
the bid they wanted. Others are not so lucky. But the
longer hours of daylight make it easier than the winter
bid. But those insane gas prices don’t make a longer
commute any easier.

BART Delays

How often does the media cover 20-minute or half-
hour delays on Bay Area freeways? If they did, it would
fill a page each week. But if there is a 30-minute delay
on BART, it’s news.

Tunnels and bridges around the Bay can be closed
due to accidents or other reasons, and people are
trapped. When BART has a major delay, there may be
alternatives. And it would be useful if Station Agents
and Train Operators were informed so they could pass
word along.

That doesn’t excuse BART Management’s inability to
direct the maintenance of the system.

But BART and other transit systems are held to
higher standards than those polluting cars and trucks
we depend on.

Stop The Theft!

The operation of this economy is based on wage
theft, not the scams where bosses short workers’
checks. But theft on a larger scale. The value of all the
goods and services workers produce stays in the hands
of those in power. How else would some people have
hundreds of billions of dollars of wealth and others
mounting debt?

How did they get so rich? Those in power have
always taken a significant portion of the wealth the
working class produces. But the reality revealed in a
study by the Economic Policy Institute last year shows
why we’re feeling like we’re falling behind.

The study examined the rise in worker productivity
versus wages. In 1975, the bottom 90% of wage earners
received about 67% of all taxable income. The rest
went to the rich. In 2019, (the last year this data was
available), we received 46.8%. A study by the RAND
Corporation showed if there had been the same rate of
exploitation as in 1979, by 2023, workers would have
made an additional $79 trillion.

If that same wage rate had continued, the wage of
the average worker, 140 million people, would have
been $28,000 more! Instead it went to the 1,135
billionaires in this country.

The times are changing. We are the only ones
who can make the chanaes we need.
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Who Wins and Who Loses from Their War on Iran?

Since late February, US. and Israeli forces have launched
a brutal war on Iran, dropping over 30,000 bombs and
killing more than 3,400 people. While they have claimed to
only attack military targets, they have bombed whole
neighborhoods, schools, and hospitals, reducing them to
rubble and totally destabilizing the whole society. And
despite so-called “ceasefires,” negotiations, and statements
from Trump that deals may come soon, the war rages on
and the US. continues to bomb Iran. At the same time,
Israel continues its genocide of Palestinians, and has begun
an invasion of southern Lebanon, fully backed by the U.S.

This war in Iran and continued military support for
Israel has cost the US. military an estimated $1.2 billion
every single day since it started, totaling over $72 billion so
far. On top of this, Trump is now demanding a record $1.5
trillion for the military budget for next year!

The billions already spent on this war — and the trillions
lined up for future wars — are coming straight out of our
pockets, paid for by gutting our health care, closing our
hospitals, and cutting programs millions of us depend on.

Trump's budget signed last July cut $911 billion from
Medicaid over ten years. Because of these cuts, an estimated
446 hospitals across the country that serve many Medicaid
patients are at risk of closing or slashing services — hospitals
that serve 6.6 million patients a year and employ over
275,000 health care workers, in communities that are
mostly Black, Brown and poor.

Also, Trump’s budget ended health insurance subsidies
under the Affordable Care Act last year. For 22 million
people, premiums more than doubled overnight, and now
an estimated one third of people insured through the
Affordable Care Act already had to cancel their health care
coverage due to the excessive costs. Millions of these people
are now going uninsured.

The damage of this war doesn't stop inside Iran, the
broader Middle East, or the US. In response to the attacks
by the U.S. and Israel, Iran has restricted traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz, the narrow waterway that one-fifth of
the world's oil and gas passes through every day. Global oil
prices have soared more than 50%, along with the price of
many other goods, from fertilizer to food. Workers
everywhere are paying higher prices, and for working
people in countries that depend on energy imported from
the Middle East — countries across Southeast Asia, much of

Africa, and parts of Latin America — the situation is much
worse, and threatens to destabilize whole countries.

The government of the Philippines, for example, has
declared a national state of emergency since March due to
excessive prices, as they import an estimated 98% of their
oil from the Middle East. They have been forced to ration
energy, shorten the work week, and have forced universities
to close and shift to remote learning as students cannot
afford fuel to get to school and it is too expensive to keep
the lights on. This is how the US.-Isracli war machine
disrupts the lives of millions of people outside the Middle
East, who have no part in any of this.

While this war imposes death and suffering on working
people around the world, we see who is getting richer as a
result. US. weapons manufactures have already made tens
of billions of dollars from this war. The CEO of Lockheed
Martin, a major U.S. weapons manufacturer, said that this
war is “a golden opportunity right now.”

The oil companies and big banks are making record
profits too. British Petroleum (BP) made $3.2 billion in
profits from January through March; Shell made $6.9
billion in that time; and the big Wall Street banks made
$47.7 billion in profit in that time. This is who wins from
this war - the bosses, the billionaires, the military
contractors, the oil companies, and the big banks.

This war exposes the real priorities of this insane system.
The US., supported by Isracl as a junior partner in the
Middle East, is waging a war to further dominate the globe
and is willing to risk the lives of tens of millions of people
in the process. The only ones who've benefitted from this
war are the billionaires and capitalists, those who use their
control over the state to direct resources to wage wars
abroad and use ICE to terrorize the population here, while
slashing funds for programs we rely on.

We don't have to accept any of this. Working people
here and abroad have nothing to gain from this terrorist
war. As we see the disruption to all of our lives and the
world economy, as they cut all of our social services, just
imagine what the money wasted on this war could have
paid for. We have every reason to oppose this war in every
way we can, and fight for a world that reflects the interests
of working people, not the profits of a tiny class of
billionaires who destroy our lives as they get richer.



