
Speak Out Now! at AC Transit 5/11/2026
Something’s Missing from the Bus Rodeo 

The Bus Rodeo came and went. It’s a fun time if you 
have the day off and aren’t on the road driving or 
working at a yard. Different teams of mechanics and 
drivers compete to get through different obstacles. It’s a 
nice chance to bring the family and hang out with 
coworkers we usually don’t have enough time to talk to. 

The obstacle course had a bunch of twists and turns 
around barrels and cones. But it isn’t really a good 
comparison to normal conditions. The obstacles we 
deal with every day are actually much harder: long lines 
of riders to pick up; or driving for too long without 
time to go to the bathroom; or run times that don’t 
make any sense; or entire lanes blocked by food 
delivery cars or e-commerce trucks or construction. 
The Rodeo is a lot of fun because it’s actually a lot 
easier than what we have to  do on the daily. 

Inflation is Back Again 
The useless and totally unjustified war on Iran has 

disrupted the global economy so much that inflation is 
at its highest level in over 2 years in the U.S. Since the 
start of the war, gasoline prices have already shot up 
about 30% since. But now the price increases have 
spread to many regular household goods, from 
electricity to food to deliveries and just about 
everything else. And those in California have been hit 
among the hardest in the country.  

This war isn’t good for working people anywhere in 
the world. The only ones benefitting from it are the 
weapons companies and the big energy and oil 
companies and the banks. 

Summer’s Coming … Fix our Schedules? 
Every new sign-up it is the same thing. And with 

Summer coming up, we’ll have a new bid. Since schools 
are out, many runs will have less riders. This would be a 
time to possibly have a run time that might actually 
work. But no — that would be too easy.  

Instead, we get a summer schedule with run times 
adjusted down to where they stay difficult to 
impossible to be on time. Wouldn’t it be better to just 
have schedules that actually work for our lives? 

Who Can Vote for Transit Ballot? 
The “Connect Bay Area” ballot initiative is being 

presented as the only last minute fix to help stop 
massive cuts to Bay Area Transit agencies. It’s a sales tax 
increase of half a cent in East Bay counties, and once 
cent in San Francisco. If it doesn’t get enough 
signatures by the June 6 deadline, or doesn’t pass in 
November, transit agencies, including BART and AC,  
are threatening massive service cuts and layoffs that 
could lead to what some have called a “death spiral,” 
where the agencies have to continue to make more and 
more cuts, and may not be able to ever recover again. 

But due to the high cost of living, there are many 
transit workers who have to commute to work and can’t 
afford to live in any of the counties that will be able to 
vote on the ballot. So these workers who go to work 
every day at these agencies aren’t being given the option 
to weigh in on the fate of their workplaces. That’s not 
right. They should have a say too!

Summer Organizing Campaign! 

Tired of a world run in the interests of billionaires?

Join us for a summer organizing meeting! We’ll discuss 
steps we can take to begin organizing for change. 

Sunday, June 7th at 3 PM 

Judge Henry Ramsey Jr. Center 

2939 Ellis St, Berkeley 

(Near Ashby BART)



 Who Wins and Who Loses from Their War on Iran? 
Since late February, U.S. and Israeli forces have launched 

a brutal war on Iran, dropping over 30,000 bombs and  
killing more than 3,400 people. While they have claimed to 
only attack military targets, they have bombed whole 
neighborhoods, schools, and hospitals, reducing them to 
rubble and totally destabilizing the whole society. And 
despite so-called “ceasefires,” negotiations, and statements 
from Trump that deals may come soon, the war rages on 
and the U.S. continues to bomb Iran. At the same time, 
Israel continues its genocide of Palestinians, and has begun 
an invasion of southern Lebanon, fully backed by the U.S. 

This war in Iran and continued military support for 
Israel has cost the U.S. military an estimated $1.2 billion 
every single day since it started, totaling over $72 billion so 
far. On top of this, Trump is now demanding a record $1.5 
trillion for the military budget for next year! 

The billions already spent on this war – and the trillions 
lined up for future wars – are coming straight out of our 
pockets, paid for by gutting our health care, closing our 
hospitals, and cutting programs millions of us depend on.  

Trump's budget signed last July cut $911 billion from 
Medicaid over ten years. Because of these cuts, an estimated 
446 hospitals across the country that serve many Medicaid 
patients are at risk of closing or slashing services – hospitals 
that serve 6.6 million patients a year and employ over 
275,000 health care workers, in communities that are 
mostly Black, Brown and poor.  

Also, Trump’s budget ended health insurance subsidies 
under the Affordable Care Act last year. For 22 million 
people, premiums more than doubled overnight, and now 
an estimated one third of people insured through the 
Affordable Care Act already had to cancel their health care 
coverage due to the excessive costs. Millions of these people 
are now going uninsured. 

The damage of this war doesn't stop inside Iran, the 
broader Middle East, or the U.S. In response to the attacks 
by the U.S. and Israel, Iran has restricted traffic through the 
Strait of Hormuz, the narrow waterway that one-fifth of 
the world's oil and gas passes through every day. Global oil 
prices have soared more than 50%, along with the price of 
many other goods, from fertilizer to food. Workers 
everywhere are paying higher prices, and for working 
people in countries that depend on energy imported from 
the Middle East – countries across Southeast Asia, much of 

Africa, and parts of Latin America – the situation is much 
worse, and threatens to destabilize whole countries.  

The government of the Philippines, for example, has 
declared a national state of emergency since March due to 
excessive prices, as they import an estimated 98% of their 
oil from the Middle East. They have been forced to ration 
energy, shorten the work week, and have forced universities 
to close and shift to remote learning as students cannot 
afford fuel to get to school and it is too expensive to keep 
the lights on. This is how the U.S.-Israeli war machine 
disrupts the lives of millions of people outside the Middle 
East, who have no part in any of this. 

While this war imposes death and suffering on working 
people around the world, we see who is getting richer as a 
result. U.S. weapons manufactures have already made tens 
of billions of dollars from this war. The CEO of Lockheed 
Martin, a major U.S. weapons manufacturer, said that this 
war is “a golden opportunity right now.” 

The oil companies and big banks are making record 
profits too. British Petroleum (BP) made $3.2 billion in 
profits from January through March; Shell made $6.9 
billion in that time; and the big Wall Street banks made 
$47.7 billion in profit in that time. This is who wins from 
this war – the bosses, the billionaires, the military 
contractors, the oil companies, and the big banks.  

This war exposes the real priorities of this insane system. 
The U.S., supported by Israel as a junior partner in the 
Middle East, is waging a war to further dominate the globe 
and is willing to risk the lives of tens of millions of people 
in the process. The only ones who’ve benefitted from this 
war are the billionaires and capitalists, those who use their 
control over the state to direct resources to wage wars 
abroad and use ICE to terrorize the population here, while 
slashing funds for programs we rely on.  

We don't have to accept any of this. Working people 
here and abroad have nothing to gain from this terrorist 
war. As we see the disruption to all of our lives and the 
world economy, as they cut all of our social services, just 
imagine what the money wasted on this war could have 
paid for. We have every reason to oppose this war in every 
way we can, and fight for a world that reflects the interests 
of working people, not the profits of a tiny class of 
billionaires who destroy our lives as they get richer.
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