Speak Out Now at BART (april 27, 2026)

That's BART!

How many times has that phrase echoed around the
break rooms, station booths, and the yards?

If anyone is tracking the great success of the new
fare gates, how many "upgrades" have there been?
And who decides this?

Of course, whoever is directing the process hasn't
spent much time observing the impact on those using
the system. And would never think to ask Station
Agents what the impact of the "upgrades" are. Putting
a service alert on the webpage about holding the card,
instead of tapping, doesn't solve much. And why is
that an "upgrade?" And who decided that passengers
can't get a reading on their Clipper Card telling them
how much they have on their card?

But, it's what should be expected — "That's BART."

Bucket Brigade

The recent rains were a real test for some stations
with water pouring from the trackway above into the
stations or onto the platforms. Even some of the
recently refurbished stations had flooding. Some
stations were ready because System Service workers
and Station Agents had buckets stashed or figured out
how to get some.

Will BART take the time to repair the stations? Or
now that the rainy season is over, will Management
turn to more important tasks, like its TOD (Transit
Oriented Development) projects like the one they plan
to start in Hayward?

Do those apartments leak like the stations?

On the Ballot

The future of BART supposedly depends on
whether the ballot initiative to increase the sales tax
gets on the fall ballot and how voters vote.

There is one big question: Will the supposed
oversight committee really oversee the way the money
is spent? And how will they know how the money
should be spent? Will this just be like all the Boards
that are elected or selected that follow the directions
of Management?

What is the oversight role of those who are paying
for this — the people of the Bay Area? What is the role
of the transit workers and their unions in providing
real oversight? Or are they planning to run the same
old plan of the fox guarding the hen house?

That shouldn't be allowed to happen.

The Machine Ate My Money!

How many passengers have lost money in the past
weeks trying to add money to their Clipper card? At a
time when BART is crying broke and trying to get
people to approve an increase in the sales tax, this is
not the way to gain the public's confidence.

Bid Shuffle

New bids for Station Agents and Train Operators
end up with the usual - winners and losers. Some got
what they needed, others will have to go through some
changes, but why these multi-time and station bids?

May Day International Workers Day !
Friday Mayl, Look for Speak Out at:

Oakland - Fruitvale Plaza

2pm - Resource Fair - Community
Organizations and Resources
3pm - Rally and March - join us

San Francisco

2pm Civic Center Plaza &
4pm Embarcadero plaza - March

Do they use buckéts for the T OD?

Speak Out Now
May Day Celebration

Sunday, May 374, 3pm (doors open at 2:45)
Drinks (Non alc.), light refreshments,
sHenry Ramsey Jr. Center
293Ellis St, Berkeley(Near Ashby Bart)

$5 donation requested
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All Out for May Day —

This Friday, May 1st, working people across the globe
will observe May Day, also known as International Workers
Day. And in the US., there is a national call for mass
protest against all the attacks of the Trump administration
under the slogan “No Work, No School, No Business as
Usual!” There are at least 3,500 different demonstrations
planned in over 1,000 cities across the country.

There is no shortage of reasons to take to the streets.
Every day, their attacks on working people are intensifying.
ICE thugs continue to terrorize immigrants workers across
the country. The programs millions rely on are being
gutted, from healthcare, education and food assistance to
environmental safeguards and scientific research. Our
resources are flowing directly into the hands of billionaires
through trillions in tax cuts, massive increases to the ICE
budget, and to fuel the US.-Isracli wars on the people of
Palestine, Iran, Lebanon, and the wider Middle East.

May Day emerged from the battles of workers in the
U.S. to improve their living and working conditions during
the 1880s, when workers began to organize for an eight-
hour workday under the slogan “Eight hours for work,
eight hours for sleep, eight hours for what we will!” They
chose May 1, 1886 as a national day of strikes, which
erupted across the country, involving 340,000 workers in
12,000 workplaces, with many strikes clashing with police.
In Chicago - the center of the movement at the time — the
police killed several workers in demonstrations and injured
around 70. But this coast-to-coast movement resulted in
many workers securing the eight-hour day. The bosses
didn't just give workers the eight-hour workday — workers
fought for it and won.

In 1889, in honor of this struggle, May Day was
declared a global holiday for working people by an
international organization of socialist parties dedicated to
overthrowing capitalism — the system we live under which
is based on the exploitation of all workers. Since the dawn
of the 20th century, workers across the globe have marched
through the streets and gathered on May Day to celebrate
the achievements of the working class. Today, it continues
to be an occasion to honor the working class struggles of
the past, and to uplift those happening right now. It also
serves as a reminder of the collective power we hold for the
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No Business as Usual!

battles that lie ahead, with a tiny class of billionaires on one
side and billions of workers around the world on the other.

We don’t have to accept a world run by these parasites
who exploit working people in order to suck the world dry
of its resources. This doesn't have to be our reality. Workers
here and across the world can choose to organize and fight
back. And May Day is just a small glimpse of the power we
have, an expression of the fact that all workers are on the
same side, regardless of which country we were born in or
which country we happen to live in. An attack on workers
anywhere is an attack on workers everywhere.

Not everyone may be able to take the day off work or
organize to have their kids take off school, but we have to
try to do everything possible to show our opposition to
what is happening — there can be no business as usual. We
can have discussions with our neighbors and our
coworkers, or wear buttons in opposition to the war in Iran
or the genocide in Gaza. The most important thing is that
we realize it is up to us and our actions to change things —
and not hopes that this will just go away if we put our
heads in the sand, or that politicians will fix it for us, no
matter how many election promises they spew out.

We have an immense amount of power if we choose to
use it. Workers internationally are a class that is billions
strong. A day without workers is a day without transit,
production of goods, healthcare, water treatment,
childcare, and so much more. When workers withhold
their labor, the world of the billionaires grinds to a halt.

But those who run the corporations and the politicians
who serve them run society to advance their interests. They
want to hide our collective power from us. They want us to
think of ourselves only as individuals competing with one
another. They tell us that if we work hard enough and run
ourselves into the ground, we can improve things and
insulate ourselves from what’s happening. It’s not true — we
do the work, but billionaires enrich themselves.

There is only one path to guaranteeing better conditions
for ourselves and for others. And that's by uniting as a
worldwide class of workers to fight for a better future. May
Day can be a reminder of a different future that is available
to us. If we continue to organize and mobilize our forces —
the immense forces of the working class — we can forge a
different future.



