Speak Out Now at Kaiser

A workplace newsletter for Kaiser Oakland workers

A BRIEF SHOW OF FORCE, CAN IT BE BUILT ON?

Last week, on Wednesday, March 18th, mental
health workers at Kaiser held a omne-day strike,
jomed by nurses and engineers in a powerful show
of solidarity.

The presence and energy on the picket line was
mmpossible to ignore — the sidewalks came alive
with workers demonstrating just how much stronger
we become when multiple unions stand together.

But this was just a brief show of force, and one day
of striking won’t be enough to win workers’
demands and go up against Kaiser’s deep pockets.

Mental health workers are still without a contract
since last September and continue to fight back
against the increased rollout of AI in healthcare,
while nurses and engineers are preparing to
negotiate their next contract in the future.

Over the past few years, several different unions
have gone on long strikes agaimnst Kaiser and
emerged from those strikes without much to show
for them. How can we make 1t different mn the
future? Will the answer be what we saw last
Wednesday, with multiple unions striking 1n
solidarity?

Are there even more ways we can organize to make
sure that we reach our full power as workers and
achieve the wins we need?

JOIN SPEAK OUT AT OUR NEXT EVENT

POST NO KINGS DAY
ORGANIZING MEETING

Come discuss how we can can continue to
organize after No Kings and build for a
day of mass demonstrations against
Trump, ICE, and war on May 1st
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TIME CORRECTION SHEET EXTINCTION

We have all been asked to do the latest module to
fill out our time correction sheet online. For those
of us that have done it, seems like we are learning a
little bit of payroll codes to get paid properly.

For those of us that spend most of our time at work
on our feet doing our jobs, when will we have the
time to find an empty computer and go through
these online forms to make sure we code things
correctly and get paid accordingly? The paper form
will be extinct soon whether we like it or not,
though the extinction needed around here 1s that of
the greedy bosses always trying to offload more
work onto us while reducing theirs.

WHY DO THEY GET TO DECIDE?

Each day, Kaiser workers do the hard work to make
the hospital run, often times doing work outside of
their formal job description to make sure everything
oes smoothly. We know what adequate staffin
ooks like, and we know things like how care coul
be organized, or how equipment should be cleaned
and maintained to maximize patient health.

While we have some ability to influence things
through the LMP and UBTs, the most important
decisions are made by management and are guided
by Kaiser’s financial goals, not what i1s best for
patients and workers. This 1s happening across our
society--workers do the work but don’t decide how
society’s resources are used. For example, would we
really be going to war with Iran if 1t was our decision
and those resources could be used elsewhere?

We do the work

to make society rum
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After No Kings Day, It’s Up to Us What Comes Next!

On Saturday, about 8 million people poured into the
streets of over 3,300 cities across all SO states for “No
Kings!” demonstrations in opposition to the Trump
administration. This was the 3* and largest “No Kings!”
protest since Trump’s second term started. Protests ranged
from places like New York City, where over 350,000
marched, to Kotzebue, Alaska - a small city of
approximately 3,000 residents in rural northern Alaska.
While almost all big cities had demonstrations, two-thirds
of people that RSVP'd online to attend a protest came from
outside of major cities, many in states that are controlled by
Republicans.

There are plenty of reasons to be in the streets. The
attacks on working people are accelerating. Programs that
millions depend on are being slashed, from healthcare and
food assistance to environmental protections and scientific
research. The money from these cuts is going straight into
the pockets of billionaires through trillions of dollars in tax
breaks, and to fuel the U.S.-Isracli war machine being
unleashed on the people of Iran, Lebanon, and the broader
Middle East, which is now in its second month. And the
Pentagon is secking an additional $200 billion in funding
for the war. And the U.S. is sending 17,000 more troops to
the region, in addition to the 50,000 already there.

The U.S. and Israeli military have already struck 25,000
targets in Iran. More than 1,900 people have been killed in
Iran, along with 13 U.S. service members. Millions within
Iran have been displaced. And the war has closed the Strait
of Hormuz, driving up oil, food, and gas prices for working
families in the U.S. and around the world, who are already
stretched by rising inflation.

And while this war rages on, Israel — with complete and
total U.S. backing and military support — has launched a
devastating new assault on Lebanon. Since early March,
Israeli forces have killed over 1,200 people in Lebanon,
murdering journalists covering the invasion, and displacing
over a million people from their homes — about 1 in 4 people
in the county have been displaced. Isracli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has now instructed the Israeli military
to expand their invasion of southern Lebanon even further,
as Israel intends to occupy and annex part of southern
Lebanon, just like they have been doing to Palestinians in

Gaza during their genocidal war. None of Israel’s actions in
Lebanon would be possible without full U.S. support and
protection.

In the face of a government that prioritizes the interests
of war profiteers and billionaires over our lives, the “No
Kings!” protests are an important step that points to where
our power lies, and where we need to look if we want to
change this situation. The protests showed us yet again that
there are millions of us opposed to the Trump regime’s
attacks and war. These protests give us a chance to express
our anger and see that we are not alone. But we also know
that they are not enough.

We can’t forget the lessons learned from the response to
ICE in Minneapolis. It wasn’t Democratic Party politicians
that confronted ICE in Minneapolis — it was ordinary
people organizing to take action into their own hands.
Rapid-response networks spread across neighborhoods.
People blew whistles to warn their neighbors. Daily
demonstrations surrounded the federal building where
detainees were held. And the people of Minneapolis
organized two days of “No Work, No School, No Business
as Usual” to shut their city down. The sustained pressure of
an organized community forced this administration to
withdraw the bulk of its forces. That is what our power can
look like to oppose these wars and all the attacks we face —
but only when we organize to use it.

The election of Democrats is not a solution or a
substitute for organizing to solve our problems directly.
Democrats defend the same system, the same wars, the same
deportation machine, and the same corporate interests.
Voting them back in will not be enough to stop what is
happening. Our real power is not in the ballot box, but in
our numbers and our capacity to organize.

It is our work that makes their system run, and when we
organize our forces collectively, we can use that power to the
make the changes we need. If we can build on what was
shown this past weekend in the “No Kings!” protests, we
can more effectively resist the attacks and policies of the
Trump administration. And in the process of doing this, we
can build up the forces that have the power to bring about a
world that serves all of us — not just the billionaires at the
top of their system.



