
Speak Out Now at BART (March 30, 2026) 
Save BART?    Clean Up Your Act! 

BART management is busy spreading the word 
about its doomsday scenarios if the ballot initiative 
for people to tax themselves to keep BART running 
doesn't pass. Are they trying to scare people into 
voting for this? The real question is, what confidence 
do people have in the BART system? 

That tax increase can add up, and many people are 
sick of paying taxes and not seeing anything in return. 
Management seems out of touch with a lot of BART 
riders. They rely on their poll numbers. Where and 
how are polls conducted? 

How serious are they really about dealing with the 
reality most riders face?  

Trying to Ride 
Is Management in touch with riders' needs? Do 

they ride BART, other than on Tuesdays? Do they 
watch what happens when riders don't have an easy 
entrance into the system?  

How much time and money was spent on publicity 
about the new fare gates? The majority of people who 
ride regularly have learned to manage the right 
rhythm on the card reader. But when it doesn't work, 
then what? Another missed train. Late for work or for 
an important appointment. 

And when there's a problem in the system and 
Station Agents don't know what is happening. Or the 
message is to find "Alternative Transportation", that is 
NOT a solution for people. 

Card readers? 
When there is a problem with reading a card at the 

gate, and the message says "See Agent." Then what? 
The Station Agent has this white card reader that 

looks like ones used at restaurants or stores a while 
back. It says there's enough money - try again. Nope. 
Then try the old (black) one and it gives a different 
card balance. What the??? This is 21st-century 
technology? The true face of BART? 

Finally, the solution may be to issue a pass. A fare 
missed for money-hungry BART. The Station Agent 
may be looked at as a savior by some. But for those 
who are pissed off most of the time, the blame falls on 
the Station Agent.  

Got Merch? 
BART is pushing its merch, and most people who 

ride BART may appreciate BART. But they aren't 
looking to be a walking billboard for BART. 

What people want is a dependable system; that's 
what people in BHQ should be focused on. 

What's BART's Business? 
For most people, BART is a rail transit system. 

For people who pay a little more attention, BART is 
a land baron in the San Francisco Bay Area, with 
new apartment buildings near a number of stations. 

Now BART is in the parking lot business. BART 
already has paid parking at many stations for 
passengers. How else would you get there when the 
bus systems have been cut back so much? 

Now they are selling parking spaces to people 
who aren't riding. Is that a good way to encourage 
ridership? People drive to the station, can't find 
parking. They drive around the area near the station, 
finally find a place to park, and come back at the end 
of the day to be blessed with a parking ticket! 

Go BART! That's a way to encourage ridership. 
NO Kings! 

BART put its best foot forward with the Saturday 
No Kings demonstrations. They ran longer trains 
and put more Station Agents at the stations that 
were going to get the most traffic. 

At the busiest stations where there were a number 
of Station Agents, people who were unfamiliar with 
the system and didn't have the right touch for the 
gates, were met with immediate assistance. They got 
a chance to see what BART is really about.  

Next time, take a look at the data for entries and 
give some thought to staffing and the fact that one 
Station Agent with no relief for a long shift might 
save a few dollars, but in the long run, it doesn't 
provide continuous service. And it certainly doesn't 
provide the kind of working conditions people need.

This war on Iran means more than the rising prices of 
gas, food, and other necessities. Nearly one billion 
dollars, $1,000,000,000 of our tax dollars, is being 
spent each day to murder innocent people in Iran.




