
Speak Out Now at BART (5/15/2023)

BART’s Future? 
The news media, fueled by publicity from BART 

management and the Board, keeps raising the fear flag 

about the future of BART. Maybe they think people 

will vote to tax themselves billions of more dollars to 

keep BART rolling. It’s not a very good strategy when 

they are focused on riders’ fears and every incident on 

the trains or in the stations. 

For better or worse, BART is a reflection of the Bay 

Area. It used to be a scene of excited A’s and Warriors 

fans riding to the games and tens of thousands of people 

riding to work and to concerts, museums, and to see 

friends and family.  

That’s not happening now. But it’s not the fault of 

the BART system. It is the fault of THE system we live 

in. The fact that some people who are deprived of 

housing, mentally ill, or strung out on drugs (or all 

three) use BART, isn’t created by BART. That’s like 

blaming the sidewalks for the same thing. 

That doesn’t mean BART Management shouldn’t 

respond – intelligently – to the problems. But we 

haven’t seen much of that. The voices of BART 

workers need to be heard. 

 

Gates and Fare Evasion Or??? 
The new Service Equipment Exits that have a lock, 

have a new feature. Now, if the gate is unlocked for 

more than 20 minutes, a notice is sent to supervision. 

What’s the reason for this? Is it aimed at fare evasion? 

Like people who are intent on getting into the system 

don’t know how to hop over or slip through? Or if they 

aren’t agile, they just push through the AFGs, often 

breaking them. And that means that people in 

wheelchairs or with carriages or children or bags have 

to get the Station Agent to unlock the gate?  

It’s obvious that it is a way to further monitor Station 

Agents. So, if a Station Manager (aka Station Agent) is 

walking the station, do they have to set a timer to get 

back to the gate? What about booths that are unstaffed? 

Or when lunch relief doesn’t show? 

Some say this is a way to keep people “honest.” Who 

is monitoring the people who set this up and those who 

are doing the monitoring? What are they doing all day? 

 

Right Tool for the Job? 
BART management made a big deal in February 

about increasing police presence on trains and 

increasing station cleanliness in response to rider 

concerns. As a result, scrub crews have been expanded 

but this has not been without hiccups. 

The number of System Service workers on scrub 

crews has expanded with some new equipment, but 

sometimes there is not enough equipment for everyone! 

In some stations, the infrastructure is also inadequate to 

accommodate the new equipment. 

Station cleanliness is important for riders and 

workers, but is management making sure workers have 

the right tools for the job? 

 

Recognizing the Problem Isn’t Enough  
BART has the wrong funding model and GM Bob 

Powers has said, “our funding model is outdated and is 

no longer the best approach for paying for an essential 

service that the entire region depends on… Instead of 

relying mostly on fares, we must invert our funding 

formula to rely more heavily on subsidies and a 

sustainable source of revenue that recognizes ridership 

recovery will take years.” 

Bond measures are NOT sustainable. Efficient & 

reliable mass transit is a necessity. Letting a system fall 

into disrepair or disuse is NOT a choice. 

 

Prototype of the $90 Million Gates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

They say, “the new fare gates will look unlike any other 

of the current 700 fare gates in the BART system.” $90 

million later and only a “conceptual rendering” of the 

gates? How long will it take to replace all the gates? 

And what about the AFG gates? 

The newsletter will be taking a short summer 

break but will return in mid-June 

If you like the newsletter, contact us at 

speakoutsocialists.org or make a donation to 

someone who distributes the newsletter 


