
Speak Out Now at BART (11/7/2022) 
This is No Solution! 

S.F. Mayor London Breed has a new program to 
reassure those who are visiting the city (to spend 
money) that they are safe to travel here, including 
riding BART. 

BART’s announcement of the program says,  
“BART currently has restroom and elevator 

attendants and now the city is providing us more 
of them to help add presence on platforms and 
stairs. 

Having a dedicated attendant to welcome riders and 
chat with families while they wait for a train will 
boost our visible presence and enhance our team 
approach to connecting people in need with public 
services.  

More attendants will allow BART safety staff such as 
our police officers, Transit Ambassadors, and 
Crisis Intervention Specialist to focus on their 
work walking trains and stations responding to 
calls for service and the needs of vulnerable 
populations.” 
Really? How will well-meaning, yet untrained 

people on the platforms in some SF stations help? 
Isn’t this the work of a CSO? And, did anyone ask for 
input from Station Agents, who are responsible for the 
stations? Or what about System Service workers who 
spend a LOT of time on the platforms? Of course not! 

BOD Dog And Pony Show  
There was a BART Board Of Directors meeting – 

an open house for the public – last week at the 
Hayward Maintenance Complex (HMC). It houses 
BART’s Secondary Repair operations including Truck 
Bay, the Electro-Mechanical Repair Shop (EMRS), 
and the Electronic Repair Shop (ERS). The Central 
Warehouse is a newer building and is now the center 
for the Stores Department — although you wouldn’t 
know that looking at the level of staffing there… 

Nice of management to show the public the new 
facilities that have been paid for with tax dollars. But 
it was a regular work day for the mechanics in Truck 
Bay and EMRS. With all the senior managers and 
Board members walking around, tripping over 
themselves to show off to the public, it would’ve been 
difficult to get work done safely. The Dog and Pony 
Show also required no noise, meaning little or no 
work was being done. 

Interesting idea, to show off a workshop without 
any workers… 

Safety, What Will It Take? 
Every worker at BART knows that management 

only gives lip service to the safety concerns that 
BART workers face every day. Do they know that 
passengers’ safety is under threat as well and that 
usually it is only the quick thinking of frontline 
workers who can stop episodes from escalating into a 
real tragedy? There is no quick fix for this.  

But it’s clear that the solution can’t rest in the 
hands of BART. Our safety is in our hands. 

Technology Capital of the World?  
Depending on the station, many Station Agents at 

BART spend time helping and answering questions 
for visitors to the Bay Area. How many times a day 
are Station Agents forced to explain the Clipper Card 
vs. paper ticket fiasco? Or explain that station 
elevators are broken? Or that even though train lines 
are color-coded on the map, there are no colors down 
on the platform telling you which train is coming?  

How crazy is it that the Bay Area is seen as one of 
the technology capitals of the world, yet BART’s 
systems are so outdated and frustrating for both 
visitors and Station Agents alike? 

 Come to a Speak Out Online Townhall 
Saturday, November 19 at 11am 

The Working Class Fight in Argentina 
ZOOM Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82158800683?
pwd=N2J6UjgxNWhNak1WRWdUdm9CUit4QT09

Meeting ID: 821 5880 0683 
Passcode: 340756

Guillermo Kane is a long-time activist of the Partido 
Obrero (Worker’s Party) who will discuss the current 
situation in Argentina where inflation is expected to hit 
100% in 2022. 
Powerful mobilizations of the working class, both 
employed and underemployed workers, have broken 
out. This includes a 5-month-long strike of tire 
workers in all the major tire factories, where they 
pushed back against a 38% wage increase and won 
wage increases that might allow them to keep up with 
inflation. 

What is the fight ahead for the working class in the 
face of this crisis?
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